
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, September 22 

  Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

 Sunday, September 23 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

        Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

   Celebration of the Eucharist  

       Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

    Parish Hall, Following Mass  
 

 

Wednesday, September 26 

   Shawl Ministry  

         Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

     Christmas Bazaar Planning Meeting   

         Parish Hall, 10:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, September 27 

  Choir Rehearsal   

          Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, September 29 

     St. Vincent dePaul—Friends of the Poor Walk  

      Immaculate Conception/ Rail Trail, 8:30 a.m. 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

 Sunday, September 30 

  Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

        Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

    Celebration of the Eucharist  

       Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

    Parish Hall, Following Mass  

   Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8   

        Parish Hall / Classrooms, 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.  

St. Matthias Parish  

           

     Office Hours  for the Week of September 23  
 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, September 22 — 4:00 p.m. 

 Janet Landers — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, September 23 — 10:00 a.m. 

 Elizabeth “Liz” Montgomery  

23rd Anniversary Memorial  
 

Saturday, September 29 — 4:00 p.m. 

Janet Landers — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, September 30 — 10:00 a.m. 

Memorial  

George and Mary Deibel  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  September 23 
 

Weekday Mass will be held 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday  

9:00 a.m. in the downstairs conference room  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS 
 

 

Gathering:          

   
 

Preparation of Gifts:     
 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

We Journey Together in Christ  

  

 

 The Servant Song  

Hymnal # 661 

  

In This Meal   

  

 

  We Are Called  

Hymnal # 710  

Gifts of Sanctuary and Altar Candles and the  

Altar Bread and Wine  

for the month of September are donated 

 in loving memory of  
 

William Bruce-Tagoe 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 29 and September 30 
 

 Numbers 11:25-29; James 5:1-6  

Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 



 FROM FR. FRAN 

     September is certainly proving to be a busy month 

here at St. Matthias Parish.  We had a great “Welcome 

Back” cookout last Sunday, under what proved to be 

mid-summerlike skies.  Many thanks to all who prepared 

the day and came to share in the food, fun and 

community! 

 During a time when the church is being tossed once 

again by the aftermath of the abuse crisis, and when 

many are questioning their relationship to church, we 

welcome back our youngsters to Faith Formation 

sessions.  This challenging time invites us to rediscover 

what the core message of the church is about, namely, 

Jesus Christ, his life, death, and resurrection.    

     I believe that handing on our faith in Christ to the 

next generation is more important than ever. We are 

called by our baptism to teach and live his welcome to 

all, his compassion, his mercy, and his justice.  Our faith 

lies not in fallible human beings, but in God who 

became one of us in the flesh and blood in Jesus Christ. 

What our catechists will be sharing with our 

youngsters is more than facts and figures about the 

church, they will be offering a blueprint for living a 

good and holy life.  In a world where incivility, 

exclusion, racism, and downright hatred seems to run 

unchecked, it is more important than ever that our 

children know that Christ calls us to be better than what 

we see, read and hear. Please pray for our catechists and 

our youngsters, that they may find and share a blueprint 

for life through their study and reflection of the life of 

Christ and the lives of his faithful disciples. 

 

One of the life lessons that Faith Formation teaches is 

that we are called to reach out to those in need and be 

bearers of Christ’s healing and comfort. Our St. Vincent 

DePaul Society continues to be a shining example of the 

care and concern we are called to give in our 

community.  This Saturday the annual St. Vincent 

Friends of the Poor Walk will kick off registration at 

8:30 AM at Immaculate Conception Church.  There is 

still time to join in the walk or support our walkers.  All 

donations will go to the St. Matthias Parish St. Vincent 

DePaul Conference and aid many folks in need, right in 

our own neighborhoods. Please see the article elsewhere 

in the bulletin. 

Our Parish Finance Council and Parish Pastoral 

Council have already met for the first time this season 

and are discussing and planning for the year ahead.  One 

project that will begin next month is a stewardship and 

increased giving campaign.  Parishioners will be 

receiving the annual Financial Report in early October, 

after which we will have the opportunity to reflect upon 

our relationship with the parish in regard to our 

stewardship – our sharing of time, talent and treasure.  

Look for more information soon. 

 Many thanks to parishioner Bob Mulvaney for 

installing the new lights in the church. As you may 

recall, it has taken us quite some time to locate 

replacements for the discontinued bulbs we are 

replacing. Parishioner Deb Mockus Estes was 

instrumental in finding the lights, and a parishioner who 

would like to remain anonymous gave a generous 

donation for their purchase. Thanks folks, for giving so 

generously to our community! 

September 24, 2018                                 Twenty-Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Weekly Offertory Goal:     $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of September 15 and 16 $4,332.33* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations   $1,574.33 
  

Clergy Health and Retirement Trust     $1,119.00 
    
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass         348  

 

*This represents a surplus of $332.33 of the weekly 

offertory goal.  

 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Thank You        
Each week many parishioners do great work for our 

community.  This week we’d like to highlight a  

few folks to thank for recent contributions.  
 

 Thank you to Katie Broach for volunteering her expertise 

in developing the Increased Stewardship Campaign which we 

will be kicking off in October.  

 Thank you to Deacon Doug, Deacon Paul and Deacon 

candidate Jared Auclair who, while Fr. Fran was on vacation, 

wrote thought provoking bulletin reflections helping us to 

wade through the recent events in the news and the crisis in 

the church.  

     Thank you to Bob Mulvaney Mat Gauvin, Murphy Doona 

and Gene Balinski for the “behind the scenes” work of moving 

and reinstalling some of our parish bulletin boards.  Great job, 

one and all!  



September 24, 2018                                Twenty-Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION  
       

     Faith Formation gatherings for Grades 1 through 5 

begin Sunday, September 23 at 8:30 - 9:45 a.m. in the 

parish hall.  There will be a brief meeting for children and 

parents/guardians at 8:30 a.m. September 23 in the parish 

hall.  During this meeting information will be reviewed 

regarding calendar, attendance, weather cancellation 

process, safety guidelines and expectations for conduct 

while in attendance at class.  
 

Grades 6, 7, and 8 will meet on Sunday, September 30 

from 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. 
 

Confirmation I — Grade 9 will attend 10:00 a.m. mass 

followed by a meeting with Deacon Paul until noon on 

Sunday, October 14.  This meeting will be in the 

conference room. 
 

Confirmation II — Grade 10 will have its first meeting 

Sunday, October 14 at 6:00 to 7:00 pm in the parish 

hall.  This meeting is for candidates and parents/guardians. 

 

 

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  

 

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, W. Joseph Doyle, David 

Giugno, Russ Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, 

Dave Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, Mike Mauro, Michael Messom, 

Betty Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Theresa Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy 

Rivers, Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael Trumfio, and 

Jenny Weibel  
 

 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR BASKET RAFFLE  
 

     One of the highlights of the Christmas 

Bazaar each year is the Basket Raffle.  We 

have some very creative parishioners who 

design lovely baskets that generate an 

enthusiastic response from those hoping to 

be the lucky winner.  This year we would like to add a few 

more baskets and are hoping for your help.  For the months 

of September, October and November we will be accepting 

donations for a basket theme of the month.   For the month 

of September the theme is “SPORTS”.   New items such as 

a basketball, soccer ball, baseball glove, hockey stick and 

puck, etc. would be most appreciated.  

     If you are already contributing to a ministry basket or 

planning to make a basket of your own, we encourage you 

to do so.  However, if you aren’t, we could certainly use 

your help by donating one or more items so that we can put 

together these “super” baskets.  Donation bins will be 

located at the church entrances throughout the next three 

months.  Please help, and thank you in advance.  

Meagan McLean and Diane Balinski 

Basket Raffle Co-Chairs 

      
 
 

         

     CHRISTMAS BAZAAR planning meeting are 

scheduled for Wednesday, September 26 at 10:30 am or 

6:30 p.m. in the parish hall. Bring ideas, handouts and a 

friend to start another successful Christmas Bazaar and Craft 

Fair.  All are invited to join.  

     If you would like more information please email Diane 

Peterson at dapeterson11@yahoo.com or Cindy Roberge at 

robergecindy @gmail.com.  

     PARISH PICNIC  

    Thank you to all who celebrated the start of a new Faith 

Formation year at the Parish Picnic this past weekend.  It 

was a good time to re-connect with parish friends and 

family and the weather really contributed to an enjoyable 

day. 

     Congratulations to Jeanine and Lily Hinterneder as our 

Pie Baking contest winner with her special Oreo Cookie 

pie.  Runner-up was Katie Temmallo with her Lemon 

Blueberry Cream pie.   Thank you to the contestants for 

baking and sharing your favorite pie with us. 

     Thank you to our esteemed cooks, bakers, and the crew 

who volunteered with set up and clean up.  It was a great 

community event for the St. Matthias Parish community.  

A special thank you to Dan Mauro from Buffet Way who 

donated use of his tent and for setting it up for our event.   

      KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

      TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE  

      OCTOBER 6 & 7 
 

    Members of the Marlborough Council of Knights of 

Columbus will be at the exits of the church after mass the 

weekend of October 6 and 7.  Take a moment after mass to 

speak with a representative and support this annual Charity 

Fundraising event which  assists adults and 

children with intellectual and physical 

disabilities with grants up to $5,000.00. 

Your contributions allow the Knights of 

Columbus to continue with this mission.     

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZgv3aj7PdAhWthOAKHfg5AboQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nostalgiadecals.com%2Fproduct%2Fchristmas-poinsettia-border-wall-decor-pair%2F&psig=AOvVaw1BGrDyb3xw6C


St. Matthias Parish Indoor Yard Sale  

Saturday, October 13, from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.   

Come take advantage of the great prices on a 

wide variety of quality used goods: furniture, 

jewelry, vintage collectibles, gently used and new 

clothing, and household and children items, as 

well as books, DVDs, and CDs and much more.  
 

     Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs will be 

available for purchase along with refreshing 

beverages.  An array of home baked treats will be 

for sale at the Bake Table.  
 

Have gently used items to donate?    

 
Gently used items, please.   

We cannot accept TVs, computer monitors, 

baby cribs/mattresses, car seats, stuffed 

animals, and large furniture. 
 

Drop off times:   

Tuesday, October 9 thru Thursday, October 11     

1 – 4 p.m. and 6 – 8 p.m.    

     Support the Bake Table for the Yard Sale 

 

We need bakers and consumers. 

Baking Guidelines 

 

1. Drop off: Friday, Oct.12 from 4 to 6:30 PM or Saturday, 

Oct. 13 from 8 AM to 10 AM.  

2. Label the product and list the major ingredients; recipes 

welcome, but not required.  

3. Package your product in boxes, foil ware, plastic bags, 

containers, tins, etc. If using paper plates, slide the plate 

into a Ziploc-style bag.  Please note we cannot store items 

that require refrigeration or must be kept frozen.  

Questions? Contact Ellen Teplitz at 508-480-9309 before 

September 28.   Thank you! 
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