
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

 

Saturday, July 21 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 School Supplies Drive 
          Collection bins at church entrances 
 

 Sunday, July 22 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  
 School Supplies Drive 
          Collection bins at church entrances 

 

Wednesday, July 25 
 

 Shawl Ministry 

      Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, July 28 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 School Supplies Drive 
          Collection bins at church entrances 
 

 Sunday, July 29 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  
 School Supplies Drive 
          Collection bins at church entrances 

St. Matthias Parish  

           

Office Hours  for the Week of July 22 
 

 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, July 21 — 4:00 p.m. 

Paul and MaryAnn Cormier 

4th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, July 22 — 10:00 a.m.  

Anthony and Yvette Peltak — Memorial  

 

Tuesday, July 24 — 9:00 a.m. 

Susan DiAngelo—Memorial 

 

Saturday, July 28—4:00 p.m. 

Florence Myers—8th Anniversary Memorial 

 

Sunday, July 29  - 10:00 a.m. 

The People of St. Matthias 

Weekday Mass for the Week of  July 22  
 

Weekday Mass will be held  
 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

9:00 a.m.  in the  

downstairs conference room  
 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 28 and July 29 
 

2 Kings 4:42-44; Ephesians 4:1-6;  

John 6:1-15 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS 
 

 

Gathering:          

   
 

Preparation of Gifts:     
 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race 
Booklet # 3, pg. 14 

 

You Are All We Have 
Hymnal # 508 

  
Life Giving Bread, Saving Cup 

Hymnal # 821 
 

Sing of the Lord’s Goodness 

Hymnal #532 



FROM FR. FRAN  

  

 Financial Wrap-Up 
 

Last Tuesday our Parish Finance Council met for a wrap 
up of our fiscal year and for a look toward projects in the 

FY 2019 budget.  As expected, we came up short in FY 

2018 by $7,628.00.  This was due to the higher than 

budgeted cost of winter snow removal and a decrease in 
offertory over last year by just over 2%, which, in hard 

numbers, translates into an $11,615.00 shortfall in our 

budgeted offertory.  The good news is that, while we didn’t 
hit our Grand Annual goal of $80,000.00, we did see a 

$5,730.00 increase in donations. We also saw an increase 

in donations to our monthly maintenance collection.  With 

a complete overhaul of our phone system, we expect to see 
savings in the coming year.  With the replacement of a 

number of over twenty year old appliances in the rectory, 

we are looking towards an energy and water savings as 
well. 

 All in all, we did okay this year and have enough 

money in the bank to cover our budget shortfall. The 
challenging news, of course, is that we need to stabilize 

and grow our weekly collections, and to that end, we are 

developing an increased giving campaign for this coming 

fall. 
 A major project for FY 2019 that needs immediate 

attention is the replacement of the heating system in the 

parish hall. As you may recall, the ancient apparatus that 
heats the hall broke down last winter and is beyond repair.  

We are actively in the process of taking bids for the 

replacement of the system.  We have budgeted about 
$10,000 – 12,000 dollars for the new system.  Stay tuned 

for more updates! 

Sing to the Lord 
 

 There are many forms of song which we employ in the 
Eucharistic Liturgy.  There are the hymns in which we all 

sing each stanza together.  There are the acclamations such 

as the Alleluia, and the Holy.  And there are the “call-and-

response” or verse and chorus type songs in which the 
Assembly sings the refrain and the cantor or choir sings the 

verses. The Psalm between the first and second reading is a  

 

good example. 

 There are also many contemporary songs which use the 

verse and refrain structure, for example, “Here I Am Lord”, 
a song we recently sang at the Preparation Rite.   You 

might have noticed that our cantor invited you to sing on 

the refrain and not on the verses.  This wasn’t because the 

cantor wanted to have a solo spot, it had to do with the 
structure of the song itself. 

 Most of us can sing a bit of the verses to “Here I Am, 

Lord” by heart. “I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my 
people cry…”   But, have you noticed who is singing to 

whom in this song, or in any of our songs?  

  In “Here I Am, Lord”, the verses are sung by God in 
the first person.  In the refrain, however, something 

significant happens. We  become the singers in a response 

to God’s verse: “Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?”   When 

everyone sings everything in this song, the whole point of 
it can get lost!  When we listen and respond, it becomes 

clear that this song is about hearing God’s call and 

following it. 
 I wonder if we might do the same in our everyday 

lives?  If we are busy about doing “everything”, do we lose 

the sense of the particular mission God has for us? Do we 

take the time to listen and really hear what others are 
saying to us before we sweep in with our opinions or 

suggestions?  Do we realize that God is speaking to us 

through others, through the events of the day, and through 
the challenges we face in the world? 

 Perhaps the dog days of summer are a good time to 

sharpen our listening skills and close our mouths while 
others are singing their songs.  Developing the art of 

listening might help us to understand why people do what 

they do, say what they say, believe in what they believe, 

especially if it is different from our own words, actions, 
and beliefs. 

 As the song “Here I Am, Lord” is a dialogue between 

God and us, let our daily living be a dialogue between us 
and the world.  I guarantee that God will be speaking in 

that dialogue and hoping that we will respond, “Here I am, 

Lord… I will hold your people in my heart.” 

July 22, 52018                                               Sixteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

          Thank you to those who participated in the 2018 
Catholic Appeal to support ministries in our parish and 

throughout the archdiocese.  To date donors from St. 

Matthias have gifted or pledged $19,080.00.  Paid gifts and 

pledges amount to $16,415.00.  Our St Matthias assessment 
is $22,068.00.  You may still help our parish meet its 

assessment if you were away or forgot during commitment 

weekends in March.  Please contact Theresa Salafia if you 
have questions about a donation.  tsalafia@stmattpar.org or 

508-460-9255 

CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                           $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of July 14, 15       $5,192.00* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations      $1,988.00 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass       271 
 

*This represents a surplus of 1,180.00 over the weekly 
offertory goal. Thank you so much for your generosity! 
 

 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

mailto:tsalafia@stmattpar.org


July 22, 2018                                                 Sixteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION  
       

     Faith Formation registration continues during this 
month of July.  Those families who were registered during 

2017-2018 received re-registration letters by mail.  Kindly 

verify the information so it is current for the 2018-2019 
year.  If you have members of your family who will be 

new in Faith Formation please include their information on 

your registration form. If you know new families who 

have children ready for Faith Formation please give them 
information regarding registration. New families are 

welcome and encouraged to call the parish office at 508-

460-9255 or email tsalafia@stmattpar.org. 
     Faith Formation begins its new year Sunday, 

September 16, 2018.  We join our parish family in worship 

at 10:00 am Mass followed by a picnic on the parish 
grounds.  This yearly picnic is always a good chance to re-

connect with families and friends of St. Matthias.  Mark 

your calendars! 

     During these days of respite from hectic family and 
work schedules words from Thomas Merton offer us pause 

in our faith journey.  
 

"Our job is to love others without 

stopping to inquire whether or not 

they are worthy."  

Pray for  the   

Heal ing of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…      
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

Rita Dennison, David Giugno, Donna Hokanson, Russ 

Hokanson, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay 

McNeill, Michael Messom, Betty Montgomery, Theresa 
Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean 

Peltak, Andy Rivers, Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, and Jenny 

Weibel  

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

      
     While we are enjoying our summer vacation, our friends 

at United Way of Tri-County are already busy planning for 

the start of the next school season. For over 24 years the 

United Way of Tri-County has been collecting and 
distributing school supplies to children and youth in the 

greater Marlborough area. This year they have seen an even 

greater need than in years past. We are helping them with 
our annual “Tools for Schools” collection this weekend  

(July 21/22) and next weekend (July 28/29). 

     If each family in the parish were to donate just a few 
items it would go a long way towards fulfilling the needs of 

local children. Why not join with others to fill a backpack 

with the grade appropriate items found on the supply list? 

     Some of the requested items include backpacks, pens, 
pencils, colored pencils, crayons, glue sticks and notebooks. 

Store gift cards are always welcome to fill in gaps of 

supplies where needed. A complete list of requested 
supplies may be found on the church bulletin boards. This is 

a wonderful opportunity to truly make a difference in the 

life of a child. Thank you in advance for your generosity.    WESHARE ON-LINE GIVING 

IN THE SUMMER  
 

     The Parish Community wishes everyone a safe and fun 

summer while traveling or enjoying a local vacation.  
Throughout the summer  the work of  the parish community 

continues and can only be accomplished with your 

continued monetary support through the offertory collection.   

      WeShare is a simple and automated way to continue to 
make your contributions to the Parish offertory.  You can 

sign up directly on their website or call the parish office for 

assistance or additional information.   

WAYS TO HONOR A LOVED ONE OR FRIEND  

AT ST. MATTHIAS CHURCH   
 

     As we pay tribute to the many experiences 

that touch our lives and the lives of our 

families, St. Matthias Parish offers 
parishioners and friends many opportunities to 

celebrate a loved one while monetarily 

sustaining the life of our parish.   

 Sponsor a Sunday Coffee Social.  

 Request a Mass Intention to honor an anniversary or 

birthday of a loved one (living or deceased).  

 Make a contribution to the Sacramental Wine and Bread 

or Altar Candles in honor of someone. Contribution can 

be made for a specific week or a special month.  

 

 All contributions will appear in the parish bulletin and a 

poster will be created for the coffee social sponsorship.   If 
you are interested in donating in one of the options above or 

would like additional information, please call the parish 

office  508-460-9255. Your contribution will be most 

welcome and appreciated. 



UPCOMING EVENTS  

PARISH YARD SALE   

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 

9:00 AM— 3:00 PM  
 

    Mark your calendars! The St. Matthias Parish Yard Sale 
will be held  Saturday, October 13 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 

PM. Clean your closets, storage units, and basement for 

items in good condition to be sold for the benefit of Saint 

Matthias.  Consider volunteering some time to help with set 
up, receiving goods and tagging items during the week of 

October 8 – 13 (Yard Sale Day).  Your presence on Yard 

Sale Day to help our customers and organize items is key to 
the day’s success.  There will be a treasure trove of items to 

purchase.  And, a visit to our famous Bake Sale and cook 

out lunch for a snack is a must.  

     We hope you join in on this fundraising 

event. Call the parish office 508-460-9255, 
if you have any questions or would like to 

sign up to help. Much more information 

will be forthcoming during the summer 
into early fall.  So spread the word and be 

part of this great fall event. 

     

Save  the  Date  
 

Saturday, September 29 — 9:00 AM 
 

St. Vincent de Paul - Friends of the Poor Walk 
 

     The St. Vincent de Paul conferences of St. Matthias and 

Immaculate Conception invite you to join us for the annual 

Friends of the Poor fundraising walk on September 29. 
Walkers meet at Immaculate Conception then walk the Rail 

Trail. We greatly appreciate your support as we help 

Marlborough residents in need.  
 Last year’s walk was quite a success and the walkers 

enjoyed the exercise and the friendship shared.  

     To register or sponsor a walker, log onto the registration 
website:  www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org.   Don’t forget to 

indicate St. Matthias as the Beneficiary of your registration.  

PARISH PICNIC 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
 

    Please join our parish family in worship at 10:00 am 

Mass followed by a picnic on the parish grounds.  This 

yearly picnic is always a good chance to re-connect with 
families and friends of St. Matthias.  Mark your calendars! 

http://www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org

