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Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, June 23 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, June 24 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 

Wednesday, June 27 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
   Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 

 Saturday, June 30 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, July 1 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 St. Vincent DePaul Society Meeting 

         Downstairs Conference Room, following Mass  

St. Matthias Parish  

Office Hours  for the Week of June 24 
 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. —  Noon 
 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, June 23— 4:00 p.m. 

Anthony and Yvette Peltak — Memorial  
 

Sunday, June 24 — 10:00 a.m.  

Niceas Barcinas — Memorial  
 

Saturday, June 30— 4:00 p.m. 

Lillian and James Myers — Memorial  
 

Sunday, July 1 — 10:00 a.m.  

People of St. Matthias  

Weekday Mass for the Week of June 24 

 

Weekday Mass will not be held the  

week of June 24  

 

Mass with resume  

Monday July 2 

9:00 a.m.  in the  

downstairs conference room  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

June 30 and July 1 

 

Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24; 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15; 

Mark 5:21-43 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS 
 

 

Gathering:          
   

 
 

Preparation of Gifts:     

 

 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

For All The Saints Who’ve  

Shown Your Love  

Hymnal # 786 
 

For The Faithful Who  

Have Answered 

Hymnal # 789 
  

Where Two Or Three Are Gathered 

Booklet # 10 pg. 19 

 

We Are Called  

Hymnal # 710  
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FROM FR. FRAN  

One Week Left!   
 

 Our fiscal year ends on June 30,  but before we close the 

books, just a friendly reminder that there is still time to 

donate to our most important fundraiser of the year. While 

it may be unrealistic to think we can reach our goal of 

$80,000 dollars within one week, the $70,000 dollar mark 

is within our sights! Many thanks to all who have 

contributed to the success of this year’s campaign. 
 

“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people.” 
 

 “Children are not instruments of deterrence but a 

blessing from God.”   This is how the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops responded to our country’s 

current migrant crisis in a statement released a few weeks 

ago.  Since that time, the act of separating immigrant 

children from their parents has become a front burner issue, 

condemned seemingly by all but those who instigated the 

process. 

 In a recent on-line post, I think Jesuit Fr. James Martin 

summed up the Catholic response best and most succinctly  

when he said:  “Like many, I’ve resisted using this word 

but it’s time: the deliberate and unnecessary separation of 

innocent children from their parents is pure evil. It does not 

come from God or from any genuinely moral impulse. It is 

wantonly cruel and targets the most vulnerable…Anyone 

who participates in this kind of wanton cruelty is also guilty 

of this evil.” 

 Indeed there is evil in the world, and we are seeing it 

played out and even justified by cherry picking quotes from 

the bible.  There is always a great danger in such an action, 

for without proper context, you can manipulate the bible 

into saying just about whatever you’d like it to say. 

Fundamentalists may choose to work with scripture in this 

way, but Catholics do not. 

For instance, we might all end up sightless if we were 

to follow literally Jesus’ prescription of plucking out our 

eye if it causes us to sin. We would not be able to enjoy a 

good summertime clambake because the Old Testament 

calls the eating of shellfish an abomination to God.  I could 

go on, but you get the point. 

Scripture was written in a specific time and place, 

dealing with specific challenges that communities faced.  

While the specifics may have changed, it is for each age to  

discern what eternal truths the scriptures reveal and how 

they relate to the particular circumstances of the present 

day. 

 That is why it is so disturbing when an official of the 

secular administration espouses a biblical justification for 

actions  leading to the separation of  children from their 

parents by ripping scripture from its context and 

misinterpreting a passage which, through the years, has 

been quoted to justify evils such as slavery. 

The passage in question is from chapter 13 of St. Paul’s 

letter to the Romans. The context is that  Paul exhorts the 

people to respect the government and its laws because there 

was a belief going around in the Roman Christian 

community that you need not follow man-made laws, only 

God’s law.  There was also the knowledge that corrupt 

Roman government could make life miserable for you if 

you transgressed the law. How was a follower of Christ to 

live under such a system? 

While St. Paul cites the ancient tradition of 

acknowledging that civil authorities rule by the consent of 

God, he counters that by saying that civil officials are not 

the highest authority. A Christian’s moral compass may be 

compelled not to obey a law if it goes against the principal 

that love is the fulfillment of all law.  “Owe nothing to 

anyone, except to love one another, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8)  “Love does 

no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the 

law”. (Romans 13: 10)  While some have used the first part 

of this passage as a proof text for blind obedience to the 

government, in its original context, it encourages just the 

opposite. 

All of Catholic social teaching is wrapped up in this 

often contentious dance between the secular and the sacred.  

The touchstone for Christians is, of course, the words and 

work of Jesus.  He was constantly at odds with the secular 

authorities and the Jewish officials because his actions cut 

through bureaucracy, convention, and propriety when those 

things were harmful and unjust, especially to the weakest 

and most vulnerable. 

Through our baptism, we share in Christ’s mission to the 

marginalized.  Whatever we do to the least ones, we do to 

Christ.  Can we make that the lens through which we watch 

the news, form our political opinions, and act in the world? 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                           $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of June 19 and June 17    $ 4,501.33* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations      $ 1,303.33 

 

*This represents a surplus of $501.33 toward the weekly 

offertory goal. Thank you for your generosity.  

Promoting the Gospel Collection       $   746.00  

   Of that amount WeShare donations      $     80.00 

Parishioners celebrating Mass       337 
          

 

Special Collections for June  
 

June 23 and June 24 — Parochial Schools  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

June 24, 2018                                                        Nativity of St. John the Baptist 



June 24, 2018                                                        Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

FAITH FORMATION  
 

     Faith Formation registration letters were mailed last 

week to all families who attended classes during 2017-

2018 school year.  It is a great help for planning purposes 

to receive confirmation of attendance for 2018-2019 as 

soon as possible. 

     The new Faith Formation year begins Sunday, 

September 16, 2018 for all students, Grades 1-10, and 

their families attending 10:00 am mass followed by our 

family picnic on the parish grounds. During Mass 

catechists who have volunteered to help parents in their 

journey of faith will receive a blessing. 

     If you know of new families to the area. please share 

this registration information with them. If you or anyone 

who you know have questions about the parish Faith 

Formation program, please contact the office at 508-460-

9255 or email tsalafia@stmattpar.org. 

 

 

 

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…      
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

Rita Dennison, David Giugno, Donna Hokanson, Russ 

Hokanson, Dave Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, Michael Messom, 

Betty Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, Kathleen 

Shine, Pedro Torres, and Jenny Weibel  

 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

     

Save  the Date  
 

Saturday, September 29—9:00AM 
 

St. Vincent de Paul - Friends of the Poor Walk 
 

     The St. Vincent de Paul conferences of St. Matthias and 

Immaculate Conception invite you to join us for the annual 

Friends of the Poor fundraising walk on September 29. 

Walkers meet at Immaculate Conception then walk the Rail 

Trail. We greatly appreciate your support as we help 

Marlborough residents in need.  

 Last year’s walk was quite a success and the walkers 

enjoyed the exercise and the friendship shared.  

     To register or sponsor a walker, log onto the registration website:  

www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org.   Don’t forget to indicate St. Matthias 

as the Beneficiary of your registration. Register now and receive a free t-

shirt. 

  

CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE 
 

     Thank you to all parishioners who have contributed to 

the 2018 Catholic Appeal.  This appeal services ministries 

throughout our Archdiocese and supports ministries in our 

own parish and the Marlborough area in general.  With the 

end date of June 30, 2018 Saint Matthias has reached 84% 

of its assessment so far. This means we have only 

$3,088.00 more in contributions to reach our parishes’ goal.  

There IS still time in the event you were out of town during 

commitment weekends or you simply forgot. 

     Your support for this appeal is appreciated greatly here 

at Saint Matthias and in the Archdiocese.  If you have any 

questions regarding your participation in this appeal please 

contact Theresa Salafia at the parish office, 508-460-9255 

or email her at tsalafia@stmattpar.org. 

OUR FATHER’S TABLE  

TUESDAY , JULY 10  

NEW HOPE CHURCH — (204 MAIN ST.)  
  

    St. Matthias Parish community members will be hosting 

Our Father’s Table on Tuesday, July 10,  beginning at 

4:00 p.m. If you are interested in being a server, cook or if 

you are able to bake desserts for the folks who attend, 

please contact Sue Dolesh for further details via email:  

daledolesh@gmail.com.   

     THANK YOU...  
 

     We are fortunate to have so many 

wonderful people who volunteer their 

time to make our parish a welcoming 

environment for all. 

     Thank you to MaryAnn Mauro and 

Judy McCabe for planting flowers in the front of the church, 

the back entrance and around the small Blessed Virgin Mary 

statue at the main entrance.  Thanks to Fr. Fran and Jim 

Cannava for the flowers outside the rectory/office area.  The 

flowers provide an attractive and inviting visual welcome.  

     Thank you to Tracey Gilpin for gracing us with her 

creativity, once again, in the beautiful design of the bulletin 

boards.   

    Thank you to Bob Mulvaney for installing the air 

conditioners in the parish office just in time for the hot 

weather.  It is greatly appreciated by the staff and all who 

visit. 

http://www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org
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Grand Annual Collection  
 

 FINAL DAYS! Our Grand Annual Collection 

continues to accept donations until the end of our fiscal 

year, June 30, 2018.  If you haven’t already donated, now 

is the time! Many thanks for your participation in this 

important fundraiser. 
 

GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE  
Goal      $80,000.00 

Total Pledged:   $65,575.00 

Total Collected:   $63,160.00 

To Reach Goal:   $14,425.00 

Families Pledged:       123 

REMEMBERING THE MEN IN OUR L IVES  
 

    During the month of June, we remember 

our deceased fathers and those men who have 

been a source of strength, comfort and 

inspiration to us with a special Prayer of the 

Faithful at each of the masses.  Throughout 

June you are invited to inscribe the names of 

the important men in your life in our book of remembrance, 

located near the tabernacle. 

    If you wish to make a donation to our parish in honor of 

your father or any other special man in your life, you are 

invited to place your donation in the Father’s Day 

envelopes found at the entrances to the church.  Those who 

receive offertory envelopes will find a Father’s Day 

envelope in your monthly packet.  You may place your 

donation in the collection basket on the Sundays throughout 

June or drop it off (or mail it) to the parish office. 

WAYS TO HONOR A LOVED ONE OR FRIEND  

AT ST. MATTHIAS CHURCH   
 

     As we pay tribute to the many experiences 

that touch our lives and the lives of our 

families, St. Matthias Parish offers 

parishioners and friends many opportunities 

to celebrate a loved one while monetarily 

sustaining the life of our parish.   
 

 Sponsor a Sunday Coffee Social.  

 Request a Mass Intention to honor an anniversary or 

birthday of a loved one (living or deceased).  

 Make a contribution to the Sacramental Wine and Bread 

or Altar Candles in honor of someone. Contribution can 

be made for a specific week or a special month.  
 

 All contributions will appear in the parish bulletin and a 

poster will be created for the coffee social sponsorship.   If 

you are interested in donating in one of the options above or 

would like additional information, please call the parish 

office  508-460-9255. Your contribution will be most 

welcome and appreciated. 


