
 

Parish Leadership 
 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   
  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     
  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, intergenerational 
learning in a variety of formats, and an adult enrichment program. 
For  more in format ion,  contact  Theresa  Sa la f i a 
(tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the Church.  
All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least two 
months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and the 
choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as Penance 
and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or by 
appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament 
occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home or 
in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details. 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of marriage 
preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card found at the church entrances or register 
at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to our parish 
community. 

 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS  
 

Saturday, February 10 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
      Church, 4:00 p.m.   

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  

         Bins available at church entrances  

 

Sunday, February 11 

 Faith Formation Grades 1—5   

   Parish Hall / Class Room, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Burning of the Palms  

         Outside Church Entrance, following Mass  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  

         Bins available at church entrances  

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Chat 

   Classroom on right side of stage,  11:15 a.m. 

 Faith Formation Grade 9  and 10 

   Church 10:00 a.m. / 11:00 a.m.—Noon 

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8  

   Parish Hall / Class Room, 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

 

Monday,  February 12 

 Parish Finance Council Meeting  
   Upstairs Conference Room, 7:15 p.m. 

 

Wednesday,  February 14 

 Ash Wednesday Masses  
   Church, 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, February 15 

 Choir Rehearsal  
   Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, February 17 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
      Church, 4:00 p.m.   

 

Sunday, February 18 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Office Hours  for the Week of February 11 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. —  Noon 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, February 10 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sylvio Blais — 1 Year Anniversary Memorial  

 

Sunday, February 11 — 10:00 a.m.  
 

Eileen Ahern — 7th Anniversary Memorial  

 

Wednesday, February 14 — Ash Wednesday  
 

9:00 a.m. —  Special Intention  

 

Wednesday, February 14 — Ash Wednesday  
 

7:00 p.m. — John Shinnick—Memorial   

 

Saturday, February 17 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Yvette Peltak — Memorial  

 

Sunday, February 18 — 10:00 a.m.  
 

Donald E. Cusson — Memorial  

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Worship Aid for Ordinary Time can be found in 

the pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as well as 

our musical selections.  Lift your voices in celebration.    

     After use, please return the booklet to the book rack 

located in the pew.     Thank You.  

Weekday Mass will be held  

Monday and Tuesday 

9:00 a.m.   

In the downstairs conference room  

Weekday Mass for the Week of  February 11 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 

Readings for February 17 and February 18 

First Sunday of Lent  

 

 Genesis 9:8-15; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:12-15 



FROM FR. FRAN  

     The liturgical season of Lent 

begins this Wednesday, which is 

also Valentine’s Day! 

     At first glance the two might 

seem to be at odds.  But they are 

both about expressing love.  For 

many years we thought of Lent as a burden, a time when 

we are supposed to “give up” things, often only to take 

them up again with a vengeance when Easter arrives.  But 

Lent is actually a time to renew our hearts and to open 

them up to the love of God so that we can share that love 

more fully with each other. Lent affords us a wonderful 

opportunity to grow in grace and do it together, as a 

worldwide community of faith. 

 Lent began in the early church as a preparation period 

for the catechumens who were to be baptized at Easter.  It 

was a time when they reflected deeply upon the nature of 

Christianity and their relationship to Christ and the church. 

It was an intense retreat period.  It wasn’t long before the 

value of this time of reflection was seen as something that 

the already baptized could benefit from as well.  And so 

our Lenten Season began to take shape. 

 As the primary focus in Lent for the catechumens was 

preparing for their baptism at Easter, so too baptism 

became the general focus of Lent for everyone.  The 

already baptized would reflect on how they were living out 

their baptismal call to service in Christ’s name and what 

they could do to conform their lives more to Christ.  

Inevitably this led to sacrifices and reflection on personal 

and communal sinfulness, but always in the context of 

renewing one’s baptismal commitments at Easter. 

 Over the centuries the focus of Lent shifted to where the 

baptismal nature of Lent took a back seat to the reflection 

on personal sinfulness.  This came down into 20th century 

America as Lent being almost primarily a time to “give up” 

things. These sacrifices, which were never designed to be 

ends unto themselves, became just that in the popular mind.  

A good Lent was one in which for forty days you stopped 

doing something you enjoyed. 

 Since Vatican II Catholics have been called back to a 

more holistic view of the season, one the early Christians 

knew well.  We have recovered the sense that Lent is our 

preparation to renew our baptismal commitment at Easter. 

Anything we “give up” during Lent is in service to our 

connecting with the hunger, the poverty, and the suffering 

of our sisters and brothers throughout the world.  Lent is 

not about a respite from delights, it is about reshaping our 

lives in the gospel message of peace, compassion, 

forgiveness and faith.  It’s more in keeping with the season 

to choose to give up for good those things in our lives 

which keep us from being Christ’s voice in our world.   
 

Lenten Abstinence and Fasting 

Most Catholics know that there are “Lenten regulations” 

concerning fasting and abstinence, but knowledge of the 

reasons behind these disciplines can be somewhat murky.    

Below is the statement on fast and abstinence as found on 

the web site of the Archdiocese of Boston. 
 

Abstinence -- Catholics over 14 years of age are 

bound to the obligation of abstinence. Abstinence is to be 

observed on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays of Lent. 

On days of abstinence, meat may not be used at all. 
  

Fast -- Catholics over 18 and up to the beginning of 

their 60th year are bound to the obligation of fasting. Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday are the days of fasting. On 

these days, only one full meal is allowed. Two other 

meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be 

taken according to each one’s needs, but together they 

should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals 

is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and fruit 

juices are allowed. 
 

So there are the basics.  Please make note of the  

differences between abstinence and fasting.  Fasting occurs 

on only 2 days—One during Lent on Ash Wednesday, and 

one during the Easter Triduum on Good Friday.  Note also 

that once one reaches their 59th birthday, fasting is no 

longer required, but is always a good thing to do provided 

one is in good health. 

FEBRUARY 11, 2018 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

 Weekly Offertory Goal:                        $4,000.00 

 Total Collection of February 3 and 4       $ 3,150.00* 

       Of that amount WeShare donation       $   310.00 

Parishioners Celebrating Mass………...……..         321 
 

*This represents a deficit of $850.00 to meet our weekly 

offertory goal.    
 

Special Collections for February 2018 
 

February 10 and 11 — Parish Maintenance  

February 14 Ash Wednesday — Catholic Charities  

 

 GRAND ANNUAL  
 

     Goal    $80,000 
 

   Total Pledged                      $58,175.00 

   Total Received                      $51,850.00 

   Total to Reach Goal                     $21,825.00 

   Number of Families Pledged              113 



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Faith Formation classes for Sunday, February 11: 
 

Grades 1 through 5  8:30 – 9:45 a.m.  
 

Confirmation 1 (Grade 9) and Confirmation 2 (Grade 

10 ) will attend 10:00 a.m. Mass. Following Mass students 

will join the community in the front of the church for the 

burning of palms that will be used for Ash Wednesday  

distribution of ashes to begin our Lenten season.  When this 

ritual is complete students will meet in classrooms until 

noon.  
 

Grades 6 through 8  6:00 – 7:15 p.m.  
 

 

There will be no Faith Formation meetings for  

Sunday, February 18.   
 

Have a safe and healthy February Vacation Week.   
 

 

Faith Formation classes will resume Sunday, February 25.  

 

    During the next few weeks students are preparing to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time  

during our parish Lenten Penance Service on Friday, March 

2 at 7:00 pm.  Please keep them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

     Mark your calendars: Lenten Simple Supper is Friday, 

March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the parish hall.  More information 

to follow.  

 

Pray for the Healing  

of  the s ick 
 

 

Please Pray For… 
Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle Family, 

Conor Canavan, Elisangela Cardoso, Peggy Cronin, Delia 

Cruz, Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Rita Dennison, Clara Mae 

Dickerson, Grace Dowd,  Doyle Family, Jack Duprey, Trevor 

Faulls, Colin Fawkes, Lee Ann Fital, John Gifford, Hannah 

Gluck, Philomena Hedin, Russ Hokanson, Cristina Janunas, 

Emma Johnson, Kathryn Keeler, Mary Martocci, Emma 

Larrivee, Maura McGuiness, Holly McIntyre, Kay McNeill, 

Roger Melenson, Michael Messom, Glenn Molloy, Theresa 

Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Bob O’Connor, 

Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Janet Pilecki, Michael Pilecki, 

Andy Rivers, Lois Schofield, Benjamin Smith, Edward Suzano, 

Andrew Tivnan, Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, Jenny Weibel 

and Robert Vona.    

FAITH FORMATION  

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

COLLECTION — FEBRUARY 11 AND 12 
 

    Our monthly food collection bins will be placed at the 

church entrances this weekend.  This monthly collection, 

especially during the winter months, is crucial to our 

neighbors and friends who seek support from the 

Community Cupboard.  

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
 

     Easter is very early this year so 

preparations have begun for the most holy 

season in our Catholic Christian year – the 

Paschal Triduum. At the Easter Vigil, one of 

the most beautiful moments is the lighting of the Paschal 

Candle, the symbol of Christ’s light in our world. This 

candle burns brightly during the Easter season and is used 

throughout the year for the sacraments of baptism and 

marriage, the celebration of funeral liturgies and other 

special liturgical events.  

     Each year, parishioners have the opportunity to donate 

funds toward the purchase of the Paschal candle. Candles are 

purchased from Marklin Candle Company, internationally 

known for their beautiful, handcrafted candles. When the 

year is over, the candle is returned to Marklin for recycling 

and we receive a credit towards a new one.  

     The Paschal Candle price ranges from $600-$700 

depending upon the design. A parish family has made a 

substantial donation towards the cost of the candle and we 

thank them for their generosity. There is still an 

opportunity to make a donation in memory of a loved one.  

Your donation will be a constant symbol of the light of 

Christ shining within the St. Matthias community for the 

year to come.  If interested, please contact the parish office 

for more details. 

     CRS R ICE BOWL  
 

     This Lent, Catholic Relief Ser-

vices (CRS) Rice Bowl invites 

you, your family and community 

to journey alongside the Good Sa-

maritan, to reflect on the question: Who is my neighbor? So 

many of our neighbors are on the move: migrants, refugees, 

internally displaced persons, travelers. The Good Samari-

tan—a traveler himself, one on the move—shows us what it 

means to encounter the stranger, to accompany one in need 

and become a companion on the journey. 

     Pope Francis has invited Catholics to build bridges of un-

derstanding and hospitality with migrants and refugees 

through “Share the Journey” campaign. Please join our par-

ish community – and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities 

across the United States – in a life-changing Lenten journey 

with CRS Rice Bowl. You may pick up your rice bowl at the 

church entrances beginning Ash Wednesday, February 14.      

     For inspiring stores of hope please download the CRS 

Rice Bowl app.  



UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 
 

Sunday, February 11 

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion Chat Session   

11:15 a.m. Classroom to the right of the stage.  
 

Sunday, February 11 following 10:00 a.m. Mass 

Burning of the Palms 
 

     Palms will be burned this 

Sunday, February 11, outside the 

main doors after 10:00 a.m. Mass, in 

preparation for Ash Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 14 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Ashes will be received  

 during Mass 

9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 

 

 

Friday, March 2 at 7:00 p.m.  

Parish Community is invited to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation during the Lenten Penance Service 

held in the church.   This service will include the First 

Reconciliation of the Faith Formation students 

receiving their First Holy Eucharist in April.  

 

     TRIDUUM MEETING 

TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 20 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 

    All are welcome to join the kick-off meeting for Triduum 

2018 on Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 7:00 PM.  We ask 

that you reflect on the many blessings God has bestowed 

upon you and prayerfully consider participating in the 

planning of the Paschal Triduum as a simple way to express 

your thanks.  Many hands make light work and there are a 

variety of ways to participate.  Those who have never 

participated are certain to find a spiritually rewarding 

experience.   

     Please R.S.V.P. to the parish office if you plan to attend.  

Thank you for your consideration. 


