ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA

I NTENTIONS

OF THE

E UCHARIST

Saturday, November 4 — 4:00 p.m.
Alice Robertson — Birthday Memorial

T HIS W EEK

Sunday, November 12 — 10:00 a.m.
Mass of Remembrance

S T . M ATTHIAS

Saturday, November 4


Sunday, November 5 — 10:00 a.m.
Anthony Peltak — Memorial
Saturday, November 11— 4:00 p.m.
George Kossuth — 26th Anniversary Memorial

AT

Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 5








Faith Formation Grades 1—5
Parish Hall / Class Room, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.
Celebration of the Eucharist with
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Church, 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Church, Following 11:15 a.m.– 12:15 p.m.
Faith Formation Grade 9 and 10
Church 10:00 a.m. / 11:00 a.m.—Noon
Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8
Parish Hall / Class Room, 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, November 7



Weekday Masses for the Week of November 5
Weekday Celebration of the Eucharist
will be held on:
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. Downstairs Conference Room

Wednesday, November 8


Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — Noon






Communion: In This Meal
Booklet # 9
Recessional: We Are Called
Hymnal # 710

Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Marlborough Community Cupboard
Collection bins at the church entrances
Sunday, November 12



Preparation: Gracious God, We Come Before You
Booklet # 7

Choir Rehearsal
Church, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 11

Celebration of the Eucharist Music
Gathering: Diverse In Culture
Booklet # 4

Shawl Ministry
Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.
Thursday, November 9

Office Hours for the Week of November 5
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Christmas Craft Meeting
Parish Hall, 10:30 a.m.



Celebration of the Eucharist Mass of Remembrance
Church, 10:00 a.m.
Marlborough Community Cupboard
Collection bins at the church entrances

NOVEMBER 5, 2017

F ROM F R . F RAN
When I was in the seminary, many moons
ago, we would have three moments of prayer
together as a student body: morning prayer,
mass, and evening prayer. These liturgies were,
of course, held in the seminary chapel, a
beautiful place designed for about twice as many
students as were studying there at the time.
Some seminarians would get to the chapel
way ahead of a service to have some quiet personal prayer
time, others would breeze in a couple of minutes before the
service, and very rarely someone would sneak in after the
liturgy had begun. No matter what time you arrived, there
were two unwritten rules: no conversations and no sitting in
someone else’s seat. The punishment was severe for both!
If you started chatting you would most certainly get
dirty looks from those around you and those sitting directly
across from you (the chapel is arranged with two banks of
pews facing each other on either side of a middle aisle
leading up to the altar). And, even though we didn’t have
assigned seating, a number of students would sit in the
same place every day for the entirety of their seminary
careers. If you sat in someone else’s seat that guy would
most likely stare you down and let you know, in no
uncertain terms, the severity of your transgression!
My point in telling this story is not to trash talk my
fellow students, but to show that we are all creatures of
habit, even when we worship our God. Sometimes those
habits hinder, rather than enhance our communal
experience.
When we gather to worship at St. Matthias, we come
from many different experiential and emotional places,
often with different expectations of what our gathering
should be like. For instance, some people love that the
church is noisy with lots of conversations and connections
going on before mass, while others would like a quieter
environment, remembering the days when you were never
allowed to talk in church.
Some people love the singing and the music chosen for
worship and can be found joining in loud and strong, while
others never open a hymnal or their mouths, for fear of
what might come out, or in silent protest of the style or
amount of music.

Some people cringe when a young family sits near
them, seeing their cheerios, firetrucks, and “lung exercises”
as distractions, while others just love seeing these
youngsters learning to feel at home in the church, and will
go out of their way to support and encourage nervous
parents who make the commitment to worship as a family.
Some people are bored to tears hearing the same
preachers, lectors, and cantors week after week, while
others look forward to all who share, to the best of their
abilities, the Word of God through song, scripture and
homily. I could go on, but hopefully you get the picture.
When we come to worship, Christ welcomes us as
unique individuals with unique gifts, preferences and
expectations for sure. However, at the celebration of the
Eucharist, he invites us to unite together to become one
body, namely his body.
This means that at here, at Christ’s table we do
Eucharist together. We may not like some aspects of our
gathering, we may not even like the people next to us or the
leaders of prayer, but our worship isn’t all about us as
individuals, it’s all about us as a family. And we all know
what it’s like to be a member of a family!
In a family, when times get challenging we might think:
“if only they would do what I say, like what I like, have the
same values as I have, then family life would be much
better”! We might bring that same attitude to worship as
well. But we all know that family life calls us to love,
respect, forgive, and embrace each individual in an
unconditional way. Isn’t that what God does here with us?
We are certainly blessed at St. Matthias with a family
of parishioners that demonstrably cares and supports one
another whether here at liturgy or, most importantly, out in
the world. Each week as we worship, God loves us, as we
are, and invites us to do the same for others. When it
comes right down to it, that’s what our discipleship is all
about.
A writer once said about Catholicism “here comes
everybody” and isn’t that so true. God welcomes everyone
here; saint and sinner have a place at this table. The next
time you come through the church doors for mass, I would
invite you to say to yourself: “here comes everybody” and
then smile!

G RAND A NNUAL
P ARISH F INANCIAL S TEWARDSHIP
Weekly Offertory Goal:
Total Collection of October 28 and 29
Of that amount WeShare donation

$4,000.00
$3,454.00*
$ 785.00

Goal

$80,000

Total Pledged
Total Received
Total to Reach Goal
Number of Families Pledged

$15,020
$12,070
$64,980
28

Parishioners Celebrating Mass…………………….. 360
*This represents a deficit of $546.00 to reach our weekly
offertory goal.

Special Collections—November 2017
November 4 and 5 Campaign for Human Development
November 11 and 12 Parish Maintenance

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, November 5:
Grades 1-5

8:30 - 9:45 a.m.

Grades 6-8

6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Grades 9, 10

10:00 am Mass attendance followed
by coffee social in the parish hall.
Meetings with Deacon Paul or
Mrs. Salafia will be 11:15 a.m. - noon.

** Please note there are no Faith Formation
gatherings on Sunday, November 12. **

Faith Formation gatherings will be held Sunday,
November 19 are as follows:
Grades 1-5

8:30 - 9:45 a.m.

Grades 6-8

6:00 - 7:15 p.m.

Grades 9, 10

**

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR
Children Grades 4 through 8 are invited on Sunday
mornings 11:15 a.m. for Christmas Choir Practice. The
Children will join the Parish Choir for the Christmas
Concert at 3:30 p.m. and during the 4:00 p.m. Celebration
of the Eucharist on Sunday, December 24, 2017.
** No Children’s Choir Practice Sunday, November 12. **

S CRIPTURE R EADINGS
You are encouraged to read and pray from scripture at
home during the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s
Word and prepare to celebrate next week’s Eucharist.
Readings for November 4 and November 5
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Malachi 1:14B-2:2B, 8-10; 1 Thessalonians 2:7B-9, 13;
Matthew 23:1-12
Readings for November 11 and November 12
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 6:12-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

Please note there are no Faith Formation
gatherings on Sunday, November 26. **

IMPORTANT WeShare NOTICE

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN (VIRTUS©)
In compliance with the Archdiocese of Boston mandate
regarding the protection of children and others Saint
Matthias will provide the required training for all volunteers
who have the possibility of interacting with children and
other vulnerable persons (sick, elderly) on Saturday,
November 18 from 5:00 - 7:15 pm. A light collation will
be provided. Registration is required. Please contact the
parish office at 508-460-9255. If you have recently signed
up for a ministry during our recent Ministry Fair, this
training will ensure you are ready for helping the parish in
your chosen ministry.
Facilitators for this training are April Lowe, Theresa
Salafia and Kathleen Messom. These facilitators have
received training certification from the Archdiocese of Boston
Child Advocacy Office.

10:00 am Mass attendance followed
by coffee social in the parish hall.
Meetings with Deacon Paul or
Mrs. Salafia will be 11:15 a.m. - noon

For those who have browsed the WeShare website you
will note that it only shows the donations made in October.
The donations made through ParishPay will not show up on
their website. ParishPay will mail you a yearly donation
report in January that will cover January, 2017 through
October 8, 2017. We are working with WeShare to obtain a
report for donations made from October 9 through
December 31, 2017. Please note that we also track your
donations through Parishsoft, our internal financial
software. If you have any questions, please contact Diane
Balinski at dbalinski@stmattpar.org or 508-460-9255.

N EW

OUR FATHER’S TABLE
T UESDAY , N OVEMBER 14
H OPE C HURCH — (204 M AIN S T .)

St. Matthias Parish community members will be hosting
Our Father’s Table on Tuesday, November 14, beginning
at 4:00 p.m. If you are interested in being a server, cook or
if you are able to bake desserts for the folks who attend,
please contact Sue Dolesh for further details via email:
daledolesh@gmail.com.

Pray for the Healing
of the sick

Please Pray For…
Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle Family,
Connor Cannavan, Peggy Cronin, Delia Cruz, Connie Cyr,
Del Cyr, Rita Dennison, Clara Mae Dickerson, Grace Dowd,
Doyle Family, Jack Duprey, Trevor Faulls, Colin Fawkes,
Lee Ann Fital, John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Hannah Gluck,
Philomena Hedin, Russ Hokanson, Cristina Janunas, Emma
Johnson, Kathryn Keeler, Mary Martocci, Emma Larrivee,
Maura McGuiness, Holly McIntyre, Kay McNeill, Roger
Melenson, Michael Messom, Glenn Molloy, Theresa Morrill,
Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak,
Michael Pilecki, Andy Rivers, Benjamin Smith, Edward
Suzano, Andrew Tivnan, Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, and
Jenny Weibel.

N OVEMBER 12, 2017
The annual “Mass of Remembrance” will be celebrated
on Sunday, November 12, 2017. This annual celebration
provides us with the opportunity to join with all our fellow
parishioners who have lost a loved one in the past year, to
remind them that we continue to care for them and walk with
them. The Art and Environment Committee has been busy
creating a proper and dignified pictorial memorial which is
located in the foyer of the church starting November until
the first Sunday of Advent. Please take a moment to view
the pictures of all of those whose funerals were celebrated
here at St. Matthias in the past year. Additionally, we also
include parishioners whose loved ones died this past year
and their funerals were celebrated outside of St. Matthias.
All are welcome to join the many families and friends in
the Parish Hall after Mass on Sunday, November 12 for a
special reception to honor the deceased.

St. Matthias Parish
Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, December 2, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Local Crafters with Unique Gifts
St. Matthias Craft Table
Traditional Greens
St. Matthias Baked Goods Table
Raffle Prizes - Basket Raffles
Grilled Favorites - Homemade Soup
Visit from Santa and his Elf
C HRISTMAS B AZAAR C RAFT S ESSION
Looking for some pre-holiday cheer? Join the St.
Matthias Christmas Craft group on Tuesdays
(November 7, 14, 21 and 28) at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish
Hall during the month of November to prepare for the
St. Matthias Craft Table.

