ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA

T HIS W EEK AT S T . M ATTHIAS

I NTENTIONS OF THE E UCHARIST
Saturday, July 22 — 4:00 p.m.
Paul Murphy — 6th Anniversary Memorial
Sunday, July 23 — 10:00 a.m.
Sr. Paul Marie Longo — Memorial

Saturday, July 22 .


Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
School Supplies Drive
Collection Bins at the Church Entrances



Sunday, July 23
Saturday, July 29 — 4:00 p.m.
People of St. Matthias — Memorial
Sunday, July 30 — 10:00 a.m.
Leo Ketzner — Memorial



Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Social
Parish Hall, following Mass
School Supplies Drive
Collection Bins at the Church Entrances




Wednesday, July 26

Office Hours - Week of July 24
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — Noon

GOD HAS PERFECT TIMING...

never early, never late.
IT TAKES A LITTLE PATIENCE

and a whole lot of faith…
BUT IT’S WORTH THE WAIT.
Celebration of the Eucharist Music
Gathering: BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM
Hymnal #640
Prep: PLANT YOUR WORD
Booklet # 3
Communion: TASTE AND SEE
Booklet # 2

Recessional: A FIRE IS MEANT FOR BURNING
Hymnal #643



Shawl Ministry
Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.
Saturday, July 29 .




Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
School Supplies Drive
Collection Bins at the Church Entrances
Sunday, July 30





Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Social
Parish Hall, following Mass
School Supplies Drive
Collection Bins at the Church Entrances
Weekday Masses for the Week of July 24
Weekday Celebration of the Eucharist will be held on
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
at 9:00 a.m.
Downstairs Conference Room

D ONATION B OXES

IN THE

C HURCH

For your convenience, collection boxes for Our
Father’s Table and the St. Matthias St. Vincent DePaul
Society are installed by the church’s main entrance. These
collection boxes are secured to the wall and are checked
regularly. If you prefer to place a donation in the offertory
baskets, please feel free to use the purple Second
Collection envelopes found in the pews and indicate which
ministry the donation is for. Please note St. Vincent
DePaul envelopes can be found at the church entrances.

JULY 23, 2017

FROM FR. FRAN

Low Gluten? No Gluten?
Embarking on a gluten free
diet has been popular now for
quite some time. But for folks
with Celiac Disease, being
gluten free is not just an option,
it is a necessity.
You may have read that the
Vatican released an instruction recently on the use of gluten
- free Eucharistic bread. It stated that those with Celiac
Disease are welcome to receive the Eucharistic bread in the
form of a low gluten host, but gluten free hosts are not
allowed.
The press picked this up and interpreted it in headlines
such as : “Gluten-free bread for Holy Communion is Toast”
and “Catholic Church confirms it opposition to going
gluten free”. The story behind the story is, of course, very
different.
This instruction from the Vatican was simply reiterating
what has been the policy in the church for some time:
gluten is essential for the validity of eucharistic bread. The
amount of gluten needed for eucharistic bread to be valid,
however, is lower than the US standard for a food to be
called “gluten free”. So, in essence, the “low gluten”
Eucharistic bread baked by four approved providers
designated by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops
would be designated “gluten free” by the US Food and
Drug Administration. It follows that folks with Celiac
Disease should be okay with a “low gluten” host. But those
with high sensitivity might have to refrain from receiving
the eucharistic bread. They are still able to receive the
fullness of the Eucharist in drinking from the cup.
The Vatican put out what is in essence a reminder about
what is needed for valid eucharistic bread because you can
now find vendors selling “low and “no” gluten hosts over
the internet.

Now, you might say this is all splitting hairs and is the
kind of thing that drives people away from the church.
Agreed, this can look like an unnecessary burden.
However, in defining what makes up valid matter for
eucharistic bread, the bread has to have all the elements that
make it bread, gluten being one of them.
Eucharistic bread is made of flour and water and that’s
it.
This reflects the unleavened bread that the Hebrews
used at the Passover meal. (Three of the four Gospels have
the Last Supper taking place at a Passover meal, seeing
Jesus as the new covenant that fulfills the old.) The
documents of the church require that the bread be
unleavened, recently baked and have the appearance of
bread.
Here at St. Matthias we have been blessed for many
years with a wonderful bread baking ministry. Thank you
bakers for your talent and patience in your ministry! You
can ask any one of them how challenging it actually is to
bake a worthy loaf of eucharistic bread! Each loaf comes
out differently. That is why the texture varies from week to
week.
We also always have low gluten hosts on hand for those
who live with Celiac Disease. If you would like to receive
one, please come into the sacristy before mass and tell one
of the Eucharistic Ministers.
Christ calls himself the bread of life. We participate in
that life when we share that bread at the eucharistic table
and when we drink from the cup of our salvation. He took
the ordinary, everyday elements of bread and wine and
gave them to us as his body and blood. When we share in
this meal together we become what we receive. We go
forth with a mission and a purpose, to bring Christ’s light
and life into our world.

P ARISH P AY IN THE S UMMER
P ARISH F INANCIAL S TEWARDSHIP
Weekly Offertory Goal:

$4,000.00

Total Collection of July 15 and 16…….…….….$ 3,603.00*
Of that amount ParishPay donations…….…..$ 885.00
Parishioners celebrating Mass July 15 and 16 ............270
*This amount reflects a deficit of $397.00 to reach our
weekly offertory goal. Thank you.

The Parish Community wishes everyone a safe and fun
summer while traveling or enjoying a local vacation.
Throughout the summer the work of the parish community
continues and can only be accomplished with your
continued monetary support through the offertory collection.
ParishPay is a simple and automated way to continue to
make your contributions to the Parish offertory.
Your
contributions are automatically deducted from your
checking or savings account or from your credit card. You
select whether to make payments once or twice a month.
You can sign up directly on their website https://
www.parishpay.com or call the parish office for assistance.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

F AITH F ORMATION
Faith Formation registration for 2017-2018 is in
progress. Thank you to the many families who returned
completed forms for their family already. If your family
participated in Faith Formation last school year and did not
receive forms for the coming year please do contact the
office at 508-460-9255 or email tsalafia@stmattpar.org. If
you know a new family in the area please have them
contact us for information. Faith Formation registration
packets for new families are also located on the bulletin
board in the rear of our church.

**Preparation for First Eucharist is a two year
program. Those preparing to receive First Eucharist must
have participated in a first grade program. Confirmation
preparation is a two-year process as well. The sacrament
of Confirmation is administered at Saint Matthias in Grade
10. Those who request this sacrament must have
participated during their Grade 9 year.**
If you have any questions regarding Faith Formation
whether it concerns registration fees or family
responsibilities during the year, please speak with Father
Fran or contact Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director,
at 508-460-9255 or tsalafia@stmattpar.org.

S CHOOL S UPPLIES D RIVE
C ATECHISTS N EEDED
Our Faith Formation program needs catechists: two for
Grade 2, one for Grade 3 and one helper for Grade 1. Have
you thought about helping the children with their journey in
faith? Please prayerfully consider helping as a catechist and/
or helper.
Training and guidance for each level is
provided. Volunteers must be CORI'd and participate in
Protecting God's Children certification training as directed by
the Archdiocese of Boston Child Advocacy Office. This
certification is offered here at Saint Matthias Parish.
Please contact Theresa
Salafia, Director of Faith
Formation at 508-460-9255 or
tsalafia@stmattpar.org if you
have questions or would just like
clarification about the teaching
responsibilities for these grade
levels.

Pray for the Healing
of the sick

Please Pray For…
Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle Family, Nancy
Bradford, Laurie Burt, Eileen Busque, Peggy Cronin, Delia
Cruz, Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Rita Dennison, Clara Mae
Dickerson, Doyle Family, Colin Fawkes, John Gifford, Joe
Gillis, Hannah Gluck, Philomena Hedin, Russ Hokanson,
Emma Johnson, Kathryn Keeler, Emma Larrivee, Maura
McGuiness, Holly McIntyre, Kay McNeill, Roger Melenson,
Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer
Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, Benjamin
Smith, Edward Suzano, Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, and Jenny
Weibel.

Our friends at United Way of Tri-County
are busy planning for the start of the next
school season. They will be collecting and
distributing school supplies for children in
need throughout the greater Marlborough area, We are
aiding them with our annual “Tools for Schools” collection
this weekend, July 22/23, and next weekend, July 29/30.
Last year, the United Way of Tri-County distributed 900
backpacks filled with supplies needed for the school year. If
each family in the parish were to donate just a few items it
would go a long way towards fulfilling the needs of local
children. Why not join with others to fill a backpack with
the grade appropriate items found on the supply list?
Some of the requested items include backpacks, pens,
pencils, colored pencils, crayons, glue sticks and notebooks.
Store gift cards are always welcome to fill in gaps of
supplies where needed.
A complete list of requested
supplies may be found at the church entrances. This is an
opportunity to make a difference in the life of a child. Thank
you in advance for your generosity.

S CRIPTURE R EADINGS
You are encouraged to read and pray from scripture at
home during the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s
Word and prepare to celebrate next week’s Eucharist.
Readings for July 22 and July 23
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Wisdom 12-13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27;
Matthew 13:24-43
Readings for July 29 and July 30
17th Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12: Romans 8:28-30;
Matthew 13:44-52

S T M ATTHIAS

PARISH COMMUNITY PICNIC

S UNDAY, S EPTEMBER 17
A LL

ARE WELCOME !

Mark your calendars NOW for our Parish
Picnic following Mass to mark the end of summer and the
beginning of Faith Formation for our children! Enjoy
sharing conversation, hamburgers, hot dogs and beverages.
Face painting and other activities will be available for the
kids.
Sign-up sheets for volunteers to set-up and clean-up as
well as for donations of snacks, etc. will be at the entrances
to the Church on Labor Day weekend! If you already
know you’d like to help out or have any ideas to make this
a wonderful event, please call the office at 508-460-9255
or email admin@stmattpar.org to let us know.

F ROM

THE

O FFICE

OF

C HILD A DVOCACY

Parents, guardians and adults who
care for children face constant
challenges when trying to help keep
children safer in today’s fast-paced
world. The National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children (NCMEC) offers
easy-to-use safety resources to help
address these challenges. NCMEC’s Web site offers a
range of practical information for parents and guardians
that will help keep children safe from harm. The site also
features an interactive quiz on child safety designed for
both adults and children. To take the quiz, visit the
NCMEC Web site and click on “Child Safety”:
www.missingkids.com. For information or assistance,
please call: The office of Child Advocacy, Pastoral
Center of the Archdiocese of Boston. Maureen DiMilla,
Director 617-746-5996.

T HANK

YOU —L ANDSCAPING

M ULCH

Our parish community would like to thank CMS, Inc.
for their very generous donation of mulch to help enhance
the beauty of the lansdscaping around the church campus.
CMS, Inc. is a committed advertiser in our weekly
bulletin. Please consider them as an option for your
landscaping needs.

