
   

Saturday, March 26 — 8:00 p.m. 

Frank and Grace O’Brien — Memorial  
 

Sunday, March 27 — 9:00 a.m. 

Joseph and Eleanor DelRaso — Memorial 
 

Sunday, March 27 — 11:00 a.m. 

John F. Mockus — 1st Anniversary Memorial 

    

Saturday, April 2  — 4:00 p.m. 

Theresa Harris — 10th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, April  3 — 10:00 a.m. 

 Georgina Fernandez — Memorial 
 

Saturday, March 26 
 

 Easter Vigil Mass  
  Church, 8:00 p.m.  

 Easter Vigil Evening Reception  
  Parish Hall, following 8:00 p.m. Mass  
 

   Sunday, March 27 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist  - Easter Sunday  
        Church, 9:00 a.m.  

  Easter Egg Hunt and Reception   
        Church Grounds/Parish Hall, 10:00 a.m.   

  Celebration of the Eucharist  - Easter Sunday  
        Church, 11:00 a.m.  
 

Monday, March 28 
 

 Parish Office Closed 
              Observance of Easter  
 

Wednesday, March 29 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
              Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.  
 

 Thursday, March 31 
 

 Choir Rehearsal  
              Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 Bereavement Group 
              Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.  
 

 Saturday, April 2 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
 

   Sunday, April 3 
 

  Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

       With Liturgy of the Word for Children 
        Church, 10:00 a.m.  

  Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  March 28 

 

  Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m.  

Downstairs Conference Room  

                   

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for March 27, Easter Sunday 
 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4;  

John 20:1-9 
 

Readings for April 3, 2nd Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 5:12-16; Revelation 1:9-11A, 12-13, 17-19; 

John 20:19-31 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

INTENTIONS OF THE  

EUCHARIST 

THIS WEEK AT  

ST. MATTHIAS 

Office Hours — Week of  March 28 
  

Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
  

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  
 

The Parish Office will be closed on   

Monday, March 28 for the  

Easter Holiday  

Welcome to St. Matthias Parish 

 

    Happy Easter! The St. Matthias Parish community 

welcomes you, our family and friends, to our Easter 

Masses, the holiest of our Christian celebrations.  May God 

bless you and your family this Easter and we look forward 

to seeing you throughout the year.     



MARCH 27, 2016 

FROM FR. FRAN 

Christ is risen, and so are we!  Risen from the 

hold which anxiety, pain, suffering and death 

have over us.  That doesn’t mean we won’t 

experience the trials and tribulations of life, 

they are inevitable.  But Christ has shown us a 

way through them, namely by living them himself.  That’s 

how much God loves us. 

When we experience our own difficulties we can 

look to the cross, not to understand why we suffer, but to 

know that Jesus made the same journey we do.  When we 

experience the “light at the end of the tunnel moments”, as 

well as the joyful and surprising moments of life, we can 

look to Christ’s resurrection and know that he is sharing his 

joy and new life with us. 

We call Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection the 

Paschal Mystery, and indeed it is a mystery.  Why in the 

world would God love us so much that God became one of 

us?  Why would God show this love in allowing Jesus to be 

killed by people who were frightened by his message of 

love, forgiveness and inclusion?  What are we to make of 

God’s raising Jesus from death?  What does this all mean in 

our day to day lives? 

It is quite a challenge for us, in our day and age, to 

step into this mystery.  We want answers that are simple 

and straightforward.  Yet life is never that way.  Instead of 

trying to figure everything out, maybe, through Christ, God 

is calling us to step into the mystery of life, which can 

never be fully explained. 

While the nature of God is beyond what our minds 

can imagine, God sent us Christ to walk in our shoes and to 

be an example for us of how to live as God desires us to 

live.  The life, death and resurrection of Jesus shows us that 

God desires us to love each other as we are loved by God.  

This is the work of a lifetime.  It is hard work, especially in 

these times when racism, inequality, fear of the “outsider”, 

incivility, and cynicism seem to be on the rise. 

The life of Christ calls us to something greater than 

this.  Our Christian faith calls us to make acceptance, 

forgiveness, kindness and mercy part of our DNA.  So, on 

this Easter Day, as we renew the promises of our baptism, 

let us deepen our commitment to be people of peace, 

bringing new life, new hope, and a new embrace of love to 

all those people God sends our way. 

 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 
 

 

Due to the early submission of the bulletin, the 

Financials for the weekend of March 19 and 20 will 

be posted in next week’s bulletin.   
 

 

 

March Special Collections 

 

Easter Clergy Benefit Trust………..………..March 26/27 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY FINANCIALS 
 

Total Income for the Month of February                 $28,508*       

Total Expenses for the Month of February              $26,855 

                      Net Income:                    $  1,653 
 

*This total includes total February offertory of $20,481 

which is $4,461 above goal.  

 

 

 

 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  

 
  Goal:                                               $80,000.00 

 

Total Pledged:                                       $54,965.00 

Total Received:                                     $52,200.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $25,035.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                 104 
 

2016 CATHOLIC APPEAL 

 

 Goal: $19,352 
 

 Total pledged: $18,145 

 In pew campaign goal: 37 

 In pew campaign participation: 51 

 

 



EASTER SUNDAY   

       FAITH FORMATION  
 

     Easter blessings to the Saint Matthias Community from 

Faith Formation students, catechists and families.  Thank you 

for keeping us in your prayers to 

help us grow in “wisdom, age and 

grace.” 

       

 

There are no Faith Formation 

gatherings on Easter Sunday. 

EASTER SPECIAL COLLECTION 

 CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT 

TRUST   

      

     This weekend at all Easter Masses, our only 

collection will be to support the retirement, 

medical and financial needs of our 614 active and 

senior priests of the Archdiocese of Boston.  

These men have dedicated their lives in service to 

the Church of Boston. On behalf of all of our priests, thank 

you in advance for your generosity. For more information, 

 Christ is risen — Alleluia!  
 

“The word Easter comes from an ancient root that can be 

translated as “to shine”, “dawn” or “the direction of the 

sunrise”. With Christ’s resurrection a new age has dawned.  

Death is seen as a transitory moment which opens for us the 

way to eternity.  As one day we will follow Christ on that 

journey, we can anticipate it here on earth by looking to the 

things of heaven and incorporating them into our lives here 

and now.  

 If Easter means “to shine” then let’s shine today and 

every day. Let’s discover God’s presence within every 

moment. Let’s bring the compassion, understanding, love 

and mercy of Christ into our days.  If Easter is like  “the 

dawn” then let’s recognize a new dawn within our lives, a 

dawn that is warmed by the rays of Christ’s love and 

brightened by the light shining deep within. If Easter is “the 

direction of the sunrise” then let us always turn our hearts 

and minds towards Christ and follow in the direction where 

he leads.  Easter truly can be the beginning of a new day in 

our lives.  Like the coming of Spring, that new day may start 

out slowly, but will gain momentum if we turn our focus to 

Christ and begin to let him be at the center of our lives.      

May God bless you all on this joyous Easter Day.”  

 

KEEPING THE SEASON  

EASTER DAY 

 Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville, Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Kathryn Keeler, 

David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil, Betty 

Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 
  

    To add someone to this prayer list, please call the parish 

office 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  
 

 SAFETY AND HOUSEKEEPING  
 

A special welcome to St. Matthias during the Easter season.  

As we care about the safety of our families, please be sure that 

an adult family member accompanies your child(ren) to 

restrooms, other areas of the church, and throughout the 

Parish Hall. 

 

Also, please silence your cell phones during mass so that 

everyone may enjoy the Eucharistic Celebration. 

CORI FORMS 

      

          All volunteers are required to process a CORI form.  

If you have not yet submitted your form please contact 

Diane at the parish office to arrange a time to do so.  Thank 

you to Patty Stack for devoting time the past two weeks to 

process the CORI forms. 

TRIDUUM THANKS 

      

          It takes many people many hours to assure that our 

Triduum celebration is a beautiful and moving experience 

for all.  It starts with our dedicated Triduum team who 

carefully plan out the many details.  The Art & 

Environment team take such care to make the church a 

reflection of our Easter joy, the lectors provide heartfelt 

readings, the choir lifts their voices in song, the greeters 

warmly welcome those attending the services, the altar 

servers and Eucharistic Ministers reverently attend to their 

responsibilities.  It is a true team effort and a labor of love 

for all involved.  Thank you! 



EASTER EGG HUNT AND EASTER SOCIAL   
 

SUNDAY , MARCH 27 AT 10:00 A.M.  
 

      The St. Matthias Parish community 

will join together in the Parish Hall after 

the 9:00 a.m. Mass for an Easter 

Celebration of coffee, pastries and other 

breakfast items. The Children are 

welcome to bring their Easter baskets 

and take part in the Easter Egg Hunt on the parish grounds.  

If you are attending the 11:00 a.m. Mass, feel free to come 

early to enjoy some of the festivities prior to Mass.  Thank 

you to the DelRaso and Torres Families for hosting this 

year’s event.     

     EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION  
 

     The Easter Vigil Reception will be 

held on Saturday, March 26 following 

the Easter Vigil Mass (approx. 11:00 

p.m.).        
     This reception provides time for everyone to relax and 

enjoy conversation and a light meal. We hope you are able 

to stop by and enjoy refreshments with your fellow 

parishioners.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

      A visible expression of the joy of the 

Easter Season is the beautiful 

arrangement of flowers that adorn the 

church.    You may help offset the cost of 

the flowers with an Easter flower 

donation.  Your contribution may be 

made in honor of a deceased loved one or 

other special intention.  Envelopes may 

be found at the church entrances or you may use one of the 

purple envelopes found in the pews.  Simply place your 

contribution in the envelope, mark it “Easter Flowers” put 

your name and the names of those you wish to honor on it 

and drop it in the collection basket.  All contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU— CHOIR SINGERS 
 

     Thank you to all the children who sang in 

our Easter Sunday Choir and to their parents 

who allowed them to participate and ensured 

they attended each rehearsal.  Their singing 

proved that they worked hard and as a result 

did a wonderful job. 

   May you all enjoy a blessed Easter season. 

Judy McManus, Joyce Belliveau and  

Maria Kaplun  


