
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 

         Saturday, March 19 — 4:00 p.m. 

Joseph, Helen and Jordan DeDeo — Memorial  
 

Sunday, March 20 — 10:00 a.m. 

Maureen B. O’Connell — 6th Anniversary Memorial 
 

   Thursday, March 24 — 7:00 p.m. 

Phyllis and Gene Balinski 

Joan Martin — Memorial  
 

Friday, March 25 — 7:00 p.m. 

Myrna Milagros Torres — Memorial 
 

   Saturday, March 26 — 8:00 p.m. 

Frank and Grace O’Brien — Memorial  
 

Sunday, March 27 — 9:00 a.m. 

Joseph and Eleanor DelRaso — Memorial 
 

Sunday, March 27 — 11:00 a.m. 

John F. Mockus — 1st Anniversary Memorial 

Saturday, March 19 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 

  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
 

   Sunday, March 20 

 Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

        Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 Faith Formation — Grades 6-8 

  Classrooms,  6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.  
 

Tuesday, March 22 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal  

              Church, 6:00 p.m.   
 

 Thursday, March 24 

 Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

              Church, 7:00 p.m.  
 

 Friday, March 25 

 Stations of the Cross  

 Church, 3:00 p.m.  

 Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

 Church, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 26 

 Easter Vigil Mass  

  Church, 8:00 p.m.  

 Easter Vigil Evening Reception  

  Parish Hall, following 8:00 p.m. Mass  
 

   Sunday, March 27 

  Celebration of the Eucharist  - Easter Sunday  

        Church, 9:00 a.m.  

  Easter Egg Hunt and Reception   

        Church Grounds/Parish Hall, 10:00 a.m.   

  Celebration of the Eucharist  - Easter Sunday  

        Church, 11:00 a.m.  

  

 

 

 
  

 

   

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  March 21 

 

  Monday and Tuesday   

9:00 a.m.  

Downstairs Conference Room  

Office Hours — Week of  March 21 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  

                   

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for March 20, Palm Sunday 
 

Luke 19:28-40; Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11;  

Luke 22:14-23:56 
 

Readings for March 27, Easter Sunday 
 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4;  

John 20:1-9 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   
 

      On Thursday, March 24 during the Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, a Marlborough Community Cupboard food 

collection will occur during the bringing up of Gifts.  This is 

a special collection to help our neighbors and friends in the 

Marlborough Community. Thank you for your generosity.  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 

EASTER SUNDAY—CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
 

     The final Children’s Choir Rehearsal will 

be held Tuesday, March 22 at 6:00 p.m. in 

the church.  



MARCH 20, 2016 

FROM FR. FRAN 

“You killed Jesus” was the taunt that the 

Newton North spectators heard from the 

Catholic Memorial students.  It was in response 

to taunts thrown by the Newton North students.  

It brings up an ugly side of Christian history, 

just as we are going into Holy Week. 

On Good Friday we will be hearing St. John’s Gospel 

account of Christ’s passion, which does in fact have harsh 

words for “the Jews”.  This attitude towards  “the Jews” as 

“Christ killers” has plagued humanity for millennia.  A 

false interpretation of St. John’s text has led to pervasive 

anti-Semitism that, sadly, persists to this day. 

Scripture scholars have revealed that this seeming 

condemnation of all Jews in John’s gospel needs to be 

nuanced greatly.  At the time the gospel was written, 

around 90-100 AD, the Romans had decimated the Jewish 

people and destroyed the temple in Jerusalem.  There were 

a number of factions among the Jews trying to rebuild from 

this disaster.  Apparently there was a lot of infighting 

among groups.  St. John’s attitude towards “the Jews” may 

have been directly influenced by this infighting. 

Also, many of the early Christians who had come to 

follow Christ did not see the need to renounce their Jewish 

heritage.  After all, they believed that Jesus, as a Jew, was 

the long awaited Messiah. For a time, these Jewish 

Christians continued attending Jewish places of worship 

until they were “thrown out”.  What this means is up for 

interpretation.  They could have been given the ultimatum: 

either worship as a Jew or leave and follow Christ. 

In any event, when the Gospel of John was written 

there was much antagonism going on.  This was reflected in 

how the gospel was shaped, especially in regard to “the 

Jews”.  Most scholars theorize that John was not talking 

about the whole Jewish people but a specific group, perhaps 

the religious leaders, or a sect of Judaism.  Some have 

suggested that English translations of John’s Gospel could 

be amended to speak of “the Jewish authorities” rather than 

“the Jews” in the passion narrative.  Scholars agree that 

there is no basis for a Christian anti-Semitism here.  John 

was speaking of a specific group of people at a specific 

moment in time. 

Unfortunately misinterpretations and literal readings of 

the John’s gospel have led many to believe that these 

passages justify calling all the Jews “Christ killers”.  Which 

brings us back to the confrontation between students at 

Newton North and Catholic Memorial.  In a time when 

civility is in short supply, when people feel free to say 

whatever they want, it’s not surprising that our children are 

dredging up old prejudices and hatreds. 

When it comes right down to it, we are all complicit in 

the death of Christ when we wound with our words and 

actions, when we taunt each other, put each other down, or 

make life miserable for people we don’t like. 

Jesus was killed because of God’s great love for 

humanity shown forth in Christ’s forgiving and healing 

ways.  Because his radical love was seen as a threat to the 

status quo, the people in power wanted him gone.  Perhaps 

in this age of incivility his radical love is still seen as a 

threat,  especially when he comes to us in the poor, the 

immigrant, the stranger and in anyone who we perceive as 

outside our own comfort zone. 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY  
     A big thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 

make our annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner such an 

enjoyable time. We had a great dinner catered by Buffet 

Way, homemade Irish Bread baked by our own 

parishioners, and we enjoyed a wonderful performance by 

the McInerny School of Irish Step Dance.  Our sing-a-long 

sounded great as well.  It was great seeing parishioners and 

extended family members gather together and become a 

wee bit Irish together, if just for a few hours! 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 
 

Total Collection of March 13, 14.....…………....  $4,656.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were         $1,737.00 

Parishioners celebrating March 13, 14.........…….        370 

       
 

March Special Collections 
Parish Maintenance…………………………March 19, 20 

Holy Land—Good Friday…………………..March 25 

Easter Clergy Benefit Trust……………..….March 26/27 
 

 

FEBRUARY FINANCIALS 
 

Total Income for the Month of February                 $28,508*       

Total Expenses for the Month of February              $26,855 

                      Net Income:                    $ 1,653 

 

*This total includes total February offertory of $20,481 

which is $4,461 above goal.  

 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  

  Goal:                                              $80,000.00 
 

Total Pledged:                                       $54,965.00 

Total Received:                                     $52,200.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $25,035.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                         104 



PALM SUNDAY   

       FAITH FORMATION  
 

Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday March 20 are as 

scheduled: 

  

Grades 1-5                          8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

Grades 6-8                          6:00 – 7:15 a.m.   

 

     As part of our preparation for Holy Week Grades 6—8  

will participate in the Stations of the Cross, during class time 

and will be led by students.  Families are welcome to join us.   

We will meet in the parish hall at 2:45 p.m. before going up 

to church. 
 

   Thank you to students and families who prepared the food 

for the Friday Lenten supper.  Thank you, also, to those in our 

faith community who attended this evening with us. 

EASTER SPECIAL COLLECTION 

 CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT TRUST   
      

     Next week, at all our Easter Masses, our only collection 

will be to support the retirement, medical and financial needs 

of our 614 active and senior priests of the Archdiocese of 

Boston.  These men have dedicated their lives in service to the 

Church of Boston. On behalf of all of our priests, thank you in 

advance for your generosity. For more information, please 

visit www.clergyfunds.org 

     The Easter Vigil is the culmination of 

Triduum, the most important liturgical event 

in the Catholic Christian church.  We begin 

outside, shortly after sunset, surrounding 

ourselves in the dark preparing our hearts for 

the light of Christ.  Outside a large fire is blessed and from 

that fire we light our Paschal Candle and process into the 

darkened church following that single flame. Once inside 

individual candles are lit and shared with those around us.  

The Mass begins in candlelight and we listen to the 

scriptures beginning with the “Story of Creation.” Between 

each of the six scripture readings, we sing psalms, pause for 

a moment of reflection and listen to a prayer related to each 

of the readings.   After the final reading, we begin our Easter 

Celebration with the lights of the church brought up, bells 

ringing and all singing Gloria. With great joy we sing 

Alleluia!, and the Gospel of Luke is proclaimed.  “He is not 

here, but he has been raised.” 

After the homily our candles are lit once again and we 

gather around the Baptismal Font.  The water in the font is 

blessed. Elizabeth and Elijah are called to the waters of 

Baptism.  As they are baptized with the blessed waters we 

too recall our own Baptismal promises and together we feel 

the power of this moment and open our hearts to its joy. 

Following our Baptismal promises, Elizabeth and Elijah will 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. As we begin to 

receive the Holy Eucharist Elizabeth and Elijah will join us 

at the table of the Lord for the first time to complete their 

initiation into the Catholic faith community.   

The splendor of Easter comes alive at St. Matthias 

through the enriching readings that fill our hearts and minds;  

uplifted by song that thrills our soul and the floral beauty 

and lighting that surrounds us—all of which fills our senses 

with the profoundness of Easter and welcomes in the rebirth 

of the season of Spring.  

Let this be the year that you deepen your faith and 

celebrate the Resurrection of Our Savior, Jesus Christ!  

KEEPING THE SEASON  

THE EASTER VIGIL 

 Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville, Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Kathryn Keeler, 

David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil, Betty 

Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 
  

    To add someone to this prayer list, please call the parish 

office 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  
 

TRIDUUM SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

Holy Thursday 

     Rice Bowls may be placed in the Catholic Relief 

Services collection box at the main entrance.  You will be 

invited to bring gifts of food forward for those in need in 

our community at offertory time. 

Good Friday 

     Donations for the Holy Land may be placed in the 

marked baskets at the church entrance prior to the service. 

CORI FORMS 

      

          All volunteers are required to process a CORI form.  

If you have not yet submitted your form please contact 

Diane at the parish office to arrange a time to do so.  Thank 

you to Patty Stack for devoting time the past two weeks to 

process the CORI forms. 



EASTER EGG HUNT AND EASTER SOCIAL   
 

SUNDAY , MARCH 27 AT 10:00 A.M.  
 

      The St. Matthias Parish community will join together in 

the Parish Hall after the 9:00 a.m. Mass for an Easter 

Celebration of coffee, pastries and other breakfast items. 

The Children are welcome to bring their Easter baskets and 

take part in the Easter Egg Hunt on the parish grounds.  If 

you are attending the 11:00 a.m. Mass, feel free to come 

early to enjoy some of the festivities prior to Mass.  Baked 

goods would be appreciated.  If you are able to donate 

please contact Alice at 508-251-0564.   Thank you to the 

DelRaso and Torres Families for hosting this year’s event.   

     EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION  
 

     The Easter Vigil Reception will be held 

on Saturday, March 26 following the 

Easter Vigil Mass (approx. 11:00 p.m.).        
     This reception provides time for everyone 

to relax and enjoy conversation and a light meal. Food 

contributions are requested. Suggested items are small 

finger sandwiches, hot and cold  appetizers, hors d’oeuvres, 

and canapés of your choosing.   

     If you are able to contribute a food item, please email 

April Lowe at alowe@stmattpar.org.     

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

      A visible expression of the joy of the 

Easter Season is the beautiful arrangement of 

flowers that adorn the church.    You may help 

offset the cost of the flowers with an Easter 

flower donation.  Your contribution may be made in honor 

of a deceased loved one or other special intention.  

Envelopes may be found at the church entrances or you 

may use one of the purple envelopes found in the pews.  

Simply place your contribution in the envelope, mark it 

“Easter Flowers” put your name and the names of those you 

wish to honor on it and drop it in the collection basket.  All 

contributions are greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU CORNER 
 

Easter Egg Hunt Donations  
 

     Many thanks to those who kindly donated plastic eggs and 

candy for our annual Easter Egg hunt.  Please join us next 

Sunday to see the joy on the children’s faces as they collect 

the treats “hidden” on the parish grounds. 
      

Bernadette Project  
 

     Thank you to all who donated toys, books and DVDs to the 

Bernadette Project, an organization that collects these items to 

distribute to Child Life Services at Boston Children’s Hospital 

as well as to children at other local hospitals.  Your generosity 

will surely put a smile on a child’s face.  


