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Saturday, December 12 — 4:00 p.m.
Paul D. Burke — 13th Anniversary Memorial
Sunday, December 13 — 10:00 a.m.
Robert Fischer - 2nd Anniversary Memorial
Tuesday, December 15 — 9:00 a.m.
Beverly Phaneuf — Memorial
Friday, December 18 — 9:00 a.m.
Mim Gowaski — Memorial
Saturday, December 19 — 4:00 p.m.
Maureen Henry — Memorial
Sunday, December 20 — 10:00 a.m.
Rita Rembetsy - 14th Anniversary Memorial

Weekday Masses for the Week of December 14
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
9:00 AM — Downstairs Conference Room

Office Hours — Week of December 14















Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — Noon






S CRIPTURE R EADINGS
You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during
the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare
to celebrate next week’s Eucharist.
Readings for December 13, Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18
Readings for December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45





Saturday, December 12
Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Marlborough Cupboard Collection
Collection bins at the church entrances
Sunday, December 13
Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5
Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.
Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Mass Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Church, 11:00 a.m.
Marlborough Cupboard Collection
Collection bins at the church entrances
Advent Prayer Service / Pot Luck Dinner
Church 5:00 p.m. / Parish Hall
Monday, December 14
Bible Study Group
Parish Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting
Upstairs Conference Room, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 16
Shawl Ministry
Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.
Thursday, December 17
Choir Rehearsal
Church, 7:00 p.m.
Bereavement Group
Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 19
Celebration of the Eucharist
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 20
Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5
Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.
Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism
Church, 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Mass Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Church, 11:00 a.m.

DECEMBER 13, 2015

FROM FR. FRAN
On Tuesday, Pope Francis opened the Year
of Mercy in Rome by opening and walking
through the Holy Door, designated as the
threshold of God’s mercy.
This
designation of a door and embarking on a pilgrimage to
walk through it has ancient roots, best described by Fr.
Jonathan Gaspar, Director of Divine Worship for the
Archdiocese of Boston, in his piece on the Holy Year of
Mercy found on the archdiocesan website. Fr. Gaspar
writes:
On … Sunday, December 13, doors of mercy will
be opened at Cathedrals throughout the world,
including our own Cathedral of the Holy
Cross. This Door of Mercy will be open throughout
the Holy Year of Mercy for pilgrims to enter the
Cathedral, which is a house of mercy.
You may be asking, “What is a Door of Mercy
for?” Each day we pass through many doors: in our
homes, our automobiles, our places of work and
recreation. Most of the time we are simply passing
through, in and out, without even thinking about the
door. A Holy Door is different. Rather than just
simply passing through this door, it exists to help us
“pass over”, to experience the grace of conversion,
a significant change in the direction of our lives.
During this Holy Year of Mercy God invites us
not simply to pass through a door, but to “passover” from sin to mercy, from darkness to light, from
isolation to communion with God and his
Church. When we “pass-over” this threshold, we
encounter Christ who is the merciful face of the
Father. Just as when we turn the door knob in order
to enter the door of a house or a room, when we
enter the Holy Door it is Christ’s hand that we take,
He leads us. It is his voice we hear, inviting us to be
Merciful like the Father.

During this Holy Year, Catholics are invited to make a
pilgrimage to a place where there is a holy door and
experience, as Fr. Gaspar mentioned, a transformative
experience. While this sort of journey may help us call to
mind the transformation God is calling us to, we concretely
make those changes in the here and now and in our
everyday dealing with one another.
In opening the Holy Door at the Vatican, Pope Francis
gave a focus to the year when he emphasized mercy over
judgement. He said: “ How much wrong we do to God and
his grace when we affirm that sins are punished by his
judgement before putting first that they are forgiven by his
mercy!....We have to put mercy before judgment, and in
every case God’s judgment will always be in light of his
mercy.”
So, as this Year of Mercy begins, are we ready to put
judgment aside and express mercy to one another as God
expresses mercy to us?
May our preparations for
Christmas be about preparing our hearts to show God’s
kindness, gentleness, mercy, and compassion to each other,
leaving judgment outside the door.

C HILDREN ’ S C HOIR FOR C HRISTMAS
As the Season of Advent is well underway, the choir will
continue with the Children's Choir rehearsal on December
13, at 11 a.m. in the church.
Children from second grade up to young adults are
invited to attend as we learn some Christmas Carols, a new
Psalm, maybe some Latin, all in preparation to sing at the 4
o'clock Mass on Christmas Eve.
Mrs. Belliveau and I are looking forward to seeing and
working with you.
Judy McManus

P ARISH F INANCIAL S TEWARDSHIP
Weekly Goal:

$4,000.00

Total Collection of December 5, 6……………… $4,390.50
Of that amount ParishPay donations were……. $ 535.00
Parishioners celebrating December 5, 6……….… 392
December Special Collections
Parish Maintenance
Clergy Benefit Trust

December 19/20
December 24/25

Grand Annual
Goal:
Total Pledged:
Total Received:
Total Number to Reach Goal:
Number of Families Pledged:

$80,000.00
$30,225.00
$22,470.00
$49,775.00
58

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

F AITH F ORMATION
Grades 1-5 will meet Sunday, December 20
8:30 – 9:45 a.m.
Grades 6-10 will not meet Sunday, December 20.
Thank you to all the families who participated in the
Advent Prayer Service and Pot Luck Supper.
Congratulations to our Second Graders who received
the Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation on Friday,
December 11. Thank you families of Saint Matthias for
supporting these children during this time.
Please check our website for updates regarding Faith
Formation calendar: www.stmattpar.org.

B AKE S ALE T HANK Y OU
Many thanks to our bakers and hungry customers! With
your help, we raised over $1,100 in baked goods sales.
More than 35 bakers pulled together to support the 2015
Christmas program.
It's never too early to begin thinking about 2016:

1. Package donations properly. Include a name label and a
list of key ingredients to help those with food allergies and on
special diets make an informed decision. The Bake Table does
not package and label contributions; we rely on you.
2. Check after-Christmas sales for sharp discounts on
packaging supplies—bags, baskets, plastic and foil ware, etc.
Visit Christmas Tree Shoppes, Kohl's, local pharmacies (CVS,
Rite Aid, Walgreens), Ocean State, Target, and Walmart.
3. Use Ziploc or sealable bags to cover aluminum pans,
paper / plastic plates. Look at Hudson Polybag, 578 Main
Street, Hudson, MA; they have an outlet store.
4. Save food-safe recycled containers (i.e. from grocery
store, frozen dinners, take-out food) for packaging.
Happy Holidays,
Renee Kossuth, Marie Mangan, Betty Montgomery, and
Ellen Teplitz

E PIPHANY B REAKFAST
Sunday, January 3 at 11:00 a.m.
You are invited to join the St. Matthias
Parish community on Sunday, January 3,
2016 at 11 a.m. for an Epiphany
Breakfast. Hosted by Parish families, this
event features many of your breakfast favorites, such as
French toast bake, quiches, freshly baked muffins, eggs,
sliced ham and other select goodies. Come enjoy a
delicious meal and friendship with your fellow parishioners.
If you are interested in helping or would like to share your
favorite dish, please call the parish office at 508-460-9255.
Monetary Donations for this event will be collected to
support the Our Father's Table ministry. Everyone is
welcome and we look forward to seeing you there!
Our Father's Table provides a warm welcome, hearty
dinner, and pleasant conversation to support our neighbors,
who may be experiencing financial difficulties.
St.
Matthias will host the next Our Father's Table on Tuesday,
January 12, 2016 at 4 p.m. at New Hope Church, 204
Main Street in Marlborough.
Donations and volunteers are welcome!
Pray for the Healing
of the sick

Please Pray For...
Donny Courteville, Connie Cyr, Mary Deibel, Clara Mae
Dickerson, John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Pat Gowaski, Russ
Hokanson, David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil,
Jean Peltak.
Please submit any names you wish to be included on the
prayer list by calling the parish office 508-460-9255 or
emailing admin@stmattpar.org. Thank you.

C HRISTMAS E NVIRONMENT
One of the many delights of the Christmas season is the
beautiful decorations. We are fortunate to have an extremely
talented Art & Environment team who is busy with plans to
bedeck the church in Christmas finery. You are invited to
help make this possible with a contribution towards the
Christmas Environment. You will find special envelopes in
the pews and at the back of the church over the next few
weeks. Please place your donation and the names of those
you wish to memorialize in the envelopes. You may place
the envelope in the weekly collection basket or return it to
the parish office. If you choose to donate via ParishPay
please be sure to send the memorial information to the parish
office. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Advent Prayer Service and Pot Luck Dinner
This Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 p.m.
Advent is a time of preparation for the birth of our
Lord and savior, Jesus Christ. You are invited to join us
for an Advent Evening Prayer Service this Sunday,
December 13 at 5:00 p.m. It is refreshing to escape the
hustle and bustle of holiday preparations for a brief
moment and open your heart to the peace and calm found
in prayer, music and scripture. Members of our parish
family will lead us in prayer and provide us with a thought
-filled reflection on the gospel.
The Evening Prayer will be followed by a pot luck
dinner, providing you with an opportunity to connect with
friends while enjoying the culinary delights of fellow
parishioners. In the midst of shopping for gifts for others,
give yourself a gift that money can’t buy - one of peace,
tranquility and friendship.
Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Vigil
Thursday, December 24, 20015
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day
Friday, December 25, 20015
10:00 a.m.
Feast of Mary, the Mother of God
Friday, January 1 at 10:00 a.m.
Epiphany Breakfast
Sunday, January 3 following the 10:00 a.m. Mass

T HANK Y OU —C HRISTMAS L IGHTS
Many thanks to Patrick O’Brien and his daughter,
Shannon, for stringing lights on the large trees in the front
and side of the church in preparation for Christmas. The
Christmas lights will illuminate the night beginning next
Thursday, December 17.

