
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS  
 

Saturday, December 16 
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist    
         Church, 4:00 p.m.   
  

  Sunday, December 17 
 

 Faith Formation Grades 1—5   

  Parish Hall / Class Room, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  
  Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal  
  Church, 11:15 a.m.– 12:15 p.m.  

 

Wednesday,  December 20 
 

 Shawl Ministry  
   Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 St. Vincent DePaul Meeting  
  Parish Hall, 6:15 p.m.   
 

Thursday,  December 21 
 

 Choir Rehearsal with Children’s Choir  
  Church,  6:30 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 23 

 Celebration of the Eucharist    
  Church, 4:00 p.m.   
  

  Sunday, December 24 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
  Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 No Coffee Social  December 24  
  See you Sunday, December 31  

 Christmas Concert:  Adult and Children’s Choir 

  Church 3:30 p.m.  

 Masses of the Nativity of the Lord   
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  

 Masses of the Nativity of the Lord   
  Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Monday,  December 25 — Christmas Day  

 Mass of the Nativity of the Lord   
  Church, 10:00 a.m.  

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Office Hours  for the Week of December 17 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon 

 

Weekday Mass for the Week of  December 17 
 

Weekday Celebration of the Eucharist will be held on:  
 

Monday 

9:00 a.m. Downstairs Conference Room 
 

There is no weekday Mass On Tuesday, 

December 19 and Friday, December 22 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, December 16 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Robert Fischer — 4th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, December 17 — 10:00 a.m. 

 

Patricia Hewitt — 1st Anniversary Memorial  
 

Monday, December 18 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Elisangela Cardosa — Mass of Healing  
 

Saturday, December 23 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Gilbert Myers — Memorial  
 

Sunday, December 24 — 10:00 a.m.  
 

Vladimer Kawazeir Borskawa — Memorial 
 

Sunday, December 24 — 4:00 p.m.  
 

Grace and Frank O’Brien — Memorial   
 

Sunday, December 24 — 7:00 p.m.  
 

Joan and David Martin  

Phyllis and Gene Balinski — Memorial  
 

Sunday, December 25 — 10:00 a.m.  
 

Paul D. Burke — 15th Anniversary Memorial  

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Advent Season Worship Aid can be found in the 

pews. This booklet contains Mass responses as well as our 

musical selections.  Lift your voices in celebration.    

     After use, please return 

the booklet to the book rack 

located in the pew.   

Thank You.  

                                                                     

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 

Readings for December 23 and December 24 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16; Romans 16:25-27; 

Luke 1:26-38  



FROM FR. FRAN  

Ahhhhh-Chooo!!!!!!! 

 Like clockwork since I was a youngster, Santa brings 

me a winter cold.  And, surprise, it came early this year!  

With it becoming more difficult each year to get a priest in 

to help out when I’m under the weather, I usually soldier 

through and try to take precautions so that I don’t “spread 

the wealth around”.  And since the cold and flu season has 

struck early this year, perhaps it’s a good time to remind 

folks to take heed when you come to Mass! 

 While we all want to be neighborly at the sign of peace, 

if we are feeling a bit off, it might be good to refrain from a 

handshake and make another appropriate gesture to those 

around us that acknowledges the peace of Christ.  And, 

instead of passing by the cup of precious blood completely 

when coming to communion with a cold, why not pause 

and bow reverently.  And it goes without saying that good 

hygiene when using our restroom is even more important 

during these winter months. 

 Please know that those who prepare the bread and wine 

for Mass and distribute communion have a full set of 

guidelines which they implement year round, and at this 

time of the year, they are extra vigilant.  So, aside from 

wearing hazmat suits, I think we are doing as much as we 

can to foil old man winter’s plans.  Of course, the best 

things to do, and I’m positive God won’t mind, is to stay 

home and rest when the sniffles get the best of you. 
 

Which Mass Counts for What? 

 With Christmas falling on a Monday this year, there has 

been a bit of confusion about next weekend’s fourth 

Sunday of Advent schedule.  The old “does this mass count 

for both” question has returned as such: “If I go to Mass on 

Christmas Eve will it count for both Sunday and 

Christmas?”  Sorry, there are no “twofer“ specials going on 

next weekend!  Of course the idea of “counting for” has its 

roots in the idea that our Sunday obligation is more of a 

“thing” to check off on a list to get us into heaven, rather 

than an experience that brings us closer to God and one 

another. 

 The character of the liturgy on the Fourth Sunday of 

Advent sets the stage for the drama of the Christmas 

Scriptures. To skip it is to deprive yourself of an 

opportunity of God speaking to you, and of the parish 

family joining together in excitement and prayer before the 

coming feast. 

 So the playbook is as follows for next weekend’s 

Masses:  the celebrations for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

are Saturday, Dec. 23 at 4 PM and Sunday, Dec. 24 at  

10 AM.  The Masses for the Feast of Christmas are on 

Sunday, Dec. 24 at 4 PM and 7 PM, and Monday, Dec. 25 

at 10 AM.  It will be great to see you there and to worship 

as a parish family! 
 

A Gift for the Parish? 

 As the end of the year draws closer, this is a great time 

to make your donation to this year’s Grand Annual 

Collection.  With around 46 thousand dollars in pledges, 

we still have a way to go to hit our goal, but I’m confident 

we will be able to achieve it with your help.  Thanks so 

much to all who have been so generous so far. 
 

A Rose is a Rose. 

I’m always asked why, on the 3rd Sunday of Advent, do 

we have a change in vesture color.  Well, the switch from 

purple to rose (no, it’s not pink) has ancient origins. 

It seems that as early as the fifth century, Advent was a 

six week season with a penitential character, much like 

Lent.  On the third Sunday of Advent, “Gaudete Sunday” 

the people were called to “rejoice” that they were halfway 

to Christmas.  This was in keeping with a similar Sunday in 

Lent “Laetare Sunday”  when the disciplines of the season 

were somewhat relaxed. 

When Advent was shortened to four weeks, Gaudete 

Sunday remained, not as the middle of the season but as the 

penultimate celebration before Christmas.  With the 

reforms of Vatican II, the season of Advent is no longer 

linked so closely with Lent as a penitential season, but is 

seen rather as a time of intense expectation for the coming 

of Christ into the world in our day, and his return at the end 

of time. 

 Just when the hustle of the season can start to get 

overwhelming, Gaudete Sunday comes along as a reminder 

to rejoice. In a Gaudete Sunday homily a few years ago, 

Pope Francis summed the celebration up nicely when he 

said: “Gaudete Sunday is known as 

a ‘Sunday of joy’, and instead of 

fretting about all they still haven’t 

done to prepare for Christmas, 

people should think of all the good 

things life has given them.”  Pretty 

good advice, don’t you think? 
  

 

    At the Christmas Masses, there will be a diocese-wide 

collection to benefit the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 

which cares for the needs of our 590 priests.  Our priests are 

always there for us; they share Christ’s good news, perform 

good works, and build communities of good faith.  Your 

support helps care for their health and well-being in 

retirement.  You can learn more abou thte Clergy Health and 

Retirement Trust and make a gift online at clergytrust.org.  

Follow us on Facebook @clergytrust. Thank you in advance 

for your prayers and support.     

CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT TRUST—CHRISTMAS COLLECTION  

DECEMBER 17, 2017 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Faith Formation gatherings for the remainder of 2017:   
   

     December 17:  Grades 1 through 5     8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
   

 

Faith Formation Gatherings for January, 2018 will 

resume January 21: 
  

 Grades 1 through 5           8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
  

 Grades 9 and 10    10:00 am Mass attendance with  

       coffee social and meeting until noon 
       

     Grades 6 through 8          6:00 – 7:15 p.m. 

 

ADVENT GATHERING—THANK YOU  
 

     Thank you to Faith Formation families and our extended 

parish families for participation in the Advent Gathering 

Sunday evening.  Our presenter, Kevin Dowd, was thought 

provoking and challenging as we strive to make Jesus’ 

presence real in our everyday lives. 

     Thank you, also, to the families for their contributions of 

combs and deodorant to be distributed to the guests of Our 

Father’s Table at their upcoming Christmas celebration.  

Pray for the Healing  

of  the s ick 
 

Please Pray For… 
Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle 

Family, Conor Canavan, Elisangela Cardoso, 

Peggy Cronin, Delia Cruz, Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Rita 

Dennison, Clara Mae Dickerson, Grace Dowd,  Doyle 

Family, Jack Duprey, Trevor Faulls, Colin Fawkes, Lee Ann 

Fital, John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Hannah Gluck, Philomena 

Hedin, Russ Hokanson, Cristina Janunas, Emma Johnson, 

Kathryn Keeler, Mary Martocci, Emma Larrivee, Maura 

McGuiness, Holly McIntyre, Kay McNeill, Roger Melenson, 

Michael Messom, Glenn Molloy, Theresa Morrill, Deborah 

Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Michael 

Pilecki, Andy Rivers, Lois Schofield, Benjamin Smith, 

Edward Suzano, Andrew Tivnan, Ray Thomas, Trunfio 

Family, Jenny Weibel and Robert Vona.   

 GRAND ANNUAL  
 

     Goal    $80,000 
 

   Total Pledged                      $45,955  

   Total Received                      $36,995 

   Total to Reach Goal                     $34,045 

   Number of Families Pledged              86 
 

FAITH FORMATION  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                            $4,000.00 
  

Total Collection of December 9 and 10………...$3,602.00* 

       Of that amount WeShare donation       $1,170.00 

Parish Maintenance Collection………………….$1,541.50 

       Of that amount WeShare donation       $   135.00 
 

Parishioners Celebrating Mass……………………..  255 

*This represents a deficit of $398.00 of our weekly 

offertory goal.    
 

Feast of Immaculate Conception Donations        $   461.00 

Feast of Immaculate Conception Attendees………….  89 

EPIPHANY BRUNCH  
      Sunday, January 7 at 11:00 a.m. 

      

     You are invited to join the St. Matthias Parish 

community on Sunday, January 7, 2017 at 11 a.m. for an 

Epiphany Brunch.  Come enjoy a delicious meal and 

friendship with your fellow parishioners after a hectic 

holiday season.   

 Donations of breakfast or brunch favorites are 

requested, such as French toast bake, quiches, freshly 

baked muffins, eggs, sliced ham or your favorite dish.   

Help with the coordination is also needed.  If you can help 

or would can provide a donation of food, please call the 

parish office at 508-460-9255 or speak to Sue or Dale 

Dolesh.   

 Monetary Donations 

for this event will be 

collected to support the Our 

Father's Table ministry.  

Everyone is welcome and 

we look forward to seeing 

you there! 

MASS, FAITH FORMATION, AND EVENTS 

WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY 
      

     Information regarding cancellation of Mass, Faith 

Formation classes, and St. Matthias Parish Events will 

be published on the website's homepage.  The voicemail 

message will also be changed to reflect  any cancellations. 

     In addition, Faith Formation class cancellations will be 

reported on WBZ (Channel 4), WCVB  (Channel 5) and 

NBC CW56 7 News (Channel 56) as well as WBZ (1030) 

or WRKO (608) AM  radio. 

     During the week, the general rule is that if Marlborough 

Public Schools are closed the office will  be closed and 

there will be no morning Mass.  If there is a delayed 

opening the office will be  open, but morning Mass will be 

cancelled.    



CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH  
 

Sunday, December 24 
   3:30  Christmas Concert with Children’s Choir   

4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass   
7:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass 

 

Monday, December 25 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Mass 

THANK YOU—BAKE MINISTRY 

VOLUNTEERS  
 

    Many thanks to our bakers and hungry customers! With 

your help, we raised over $1,202 in baked goods sales. More 

than 35 members of our very generous baking community 

contributed to the 2017 Christmas program. And a special 

thank you to Jessica Jensen--our wonderful young volunteer, 

and to our new bakers: Catherine, David, Ellie, Maureen, 

and Sue. 

   It's never too early to begin thinking about 2018 Bake 

Table programs:  
 

1. Package donations properly. Include a name label and a 

list of key ingredients to help those with food allergies and 

on special diets make an informed decision. The Bake Table 

does not package and label contributions; we rely on you. 

2. Check after-Christmas sales for sharp discounts on 

packaging supplies—bags, baskets, plastic and foil ware, 

etc. Visit Christmas Tree Shoppes, Kohl's, local pharmacies 

(CVS, Rite Aid, Walgreens), Ocean State, Target, and 

Walmart. 

3. Use Ziploc or sealable bags to cover aluminum pans, 

paper / plastic plates. Look at Hudson Polybag, 578 Main 

Street, Hudson, MA; they have an outlet store. Save food-

safe recycled containers (i.e. from grocery store, frozen 

dinners, take-out food) for packaging. 

Happy holidays, 

 Renee Kossuth, Marie Mangan,  

  Betty Montgomery and Ellen Teplitz 

THANK YOU  

LIGHTS AND 

DECORATIONS  
  
     Thank you to Melissa, Jared, Madison and Jackson 

Auclair, Kevin Wise, and Greg Temmallo who decorated 

the shrubs outside the church and rectory, even working in 

the snow!  The lights will go on December 18.   

     Thank you to Carol Bloem, Anne Marie Ebert, Patricia 

Fischer, Sean Fallon, Patty Murphy, and Gene Balinski who 

braved the elements to put up the crèche. Thanks also to 

Diane Giugno and John Giugno who decorated the church 

entrance with greens on Sunday.  Truly a team effort and we 


