
Saturday, December 31— 4:00 p.m. 
 

Mildred Ponterella —  Memorial   
 

 Sunday, January 1 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Mary Masciarelli  —  Memorial  
 

 Friday, January 6 — 9:00 a.m. 
 

Prayers for the  

Kimball Family  
 

 Saturday, January 7 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

St. Matthias Parish Community 
 

 Sunday, January 8 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Kay Trumfio — 1 Month Memorial  

Saturday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve  
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist    
Church, 4:00 p.m.   

  

   Sunday, January 1 — Solemnity of Mary,  

Holy Mother of God  
    

  Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 10:00 a.m.  
   

Wednesday, January 4 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
   Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.   
 

Thursday, January 5 
 

 Choir Rehearsal  
   Church, 7:00 p.m.   
 

 Saturday, January 7  
 

  Celebration of the Eucharist    
Church, 4:00 p.m.   

  
   Sunday, January 8 — Feast of the Epiphany 

    

  Celebration of the Eucharist with Liturgy of the  

         Word for Children  
  Church, 10:00 a.m.  

  Epiphany Breakfast   
  Parish Hall, following 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 St. Vincent dePaul Meeting  
  Downstairs Conference Room, 11:45 a.m.   

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of January 1 
 

 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

 

9:00 a.m.  Downstairs Conference Room 
 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 

Office Hours for the Week of  January 1 
  

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 
 

 Wednesday  

9:00 a.m. — Noon 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 

        The Christmas Season worship booklets may be found 

in the book racks in the pews.   The booklet contains all the 

songs and refrains for the Mass setting.  Please follow along 

and return the booklet to the bookrack at the conclusion of 

the Mass.                                                           Thank you.   

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ST. MATTHIAS PARISH  
     
 Welcome to St. Matthias Parish’s Celebration of the 

Eucharist. We begin 2017 giving thanks to God for our 

family, friendships and parish community.  

     Let the new year renew our hearts with hope for a world 

filled with peace and happiness.  

 

May God Bless You All.   

            
 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and 

prepare to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for December 31 and January 1 

Mary, Holy Mother of God   
  
 

  Number 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
  

Readings for January 7 and 8—Feast of the Epiphnay 
  

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3A, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 



JANUARY 1, 2017 

FROM FR. FRAN 

New Year’s Resolutions Anyone? 

     Happy New Year!  As most of us 

are glad to say goodbye to 2016, we 

move into the new year with hopes, 

dreams and apprehensions. It is 

traditional to make resolutions on the 

first day of the year.  It is also traditional to break them 

soon after. 

May I suggest one resolution that might “stick”.  How 

about resolving to be more like Christ this year.  Okay, I 

know it’s a tall order and I’m not suggesting we try to heal 

people and raise them from the dead as Christ did.  What I 

mean here is just resolving to bring more of the things of 

Christ to our everyday lives.  Still too vague?  We can find 

those things in the scriptures, primarily the gospels, and in 

our gatherings at the table of the Eucharist. 

Learning to be more like Christ is what our baptism is 

all about.  It is a lifelong journey, so what better time to 

renew our commitment to that journey than on the first day 

of the year! 

So, in practical terms, Jesus was a champion of the poor, 

the underdog and those shunned by society.  What is my 

relationship to those in need?  Am I moved to action when I 

see the plight of sisters and brothers around the corner and 

around the world who could use a helping hand?  How do I 

interact with those on the margins at work or school or in 

my neighborhood?  Do I remain happily ensconced within 

my comfort zone, or do I reach out to the lonely, the 

hurting, the friendless? 

Jesus also embraced the stranger and the refugee.  He 

broke all kinds of social norms in speaking to the Samaritan 

Woman at the Well, in healing lepers, and in showing 

compassion to the Roman centurion with a sick servant.  In 

these days where a number of nations desire to wall 

themselves off rather than be a place of welcome, what is 

my attitude to the stranger and newcomer?  What do I need 

to change within myself so that I may be able to welcome 

all people as Jesus did?  Our country will most likely be 

grappling with the issue of immigration in the year ahead.  

How will I prepare myself to enter that conversation from 

within a Catholic Christian context?  Have I read the United 

States Bishops’ Conference literature on the welcoming of 

immigrants?  How do I welcome and interact with folks of 

different backgrounds within my own sphere? 

Jesus brought respect and dignity to everyone he 

encountered.  Do I respect and show dignity to those who 

have different political or social views than  mine.  Do I 

look down upon people of a different class, race, or way of 

life? 

Jesus came to bring forgiveness, not judgement to the 

world.  Do I feel that forgiveness from God for the things 

I’ve done or neglected to do?  And in thanksgiving for 

God’s forgiveness, am I forgiving of others? 

And, perhaps most importantly, Jesus came to bring us 

the unconditional love of God.  And here’s the resolution 

that summarizes all of the above: can we resolve to bring 

more love into the world in 2017.  That’s really the only 

resolution we need to make.  Everything else follows from it. 

A Christmas Thank You 

 Last weekend’s Christmas masses were most prayerful 

and beautiful.  Thank you to the many parishioners who 

took time out of their busy schedules to help create such a 

joyful atmosphere.  Special thanks to the crew who 

decorated the church so beautifully, all those who served in 

liturgical roles at our masses, and our great music ministry 

who led us so wonderfully at our celebrations. Special 

thanks to our Children’s choir who did a beautiful job 

during the concert and 4 PM Mass Christmas Eve. 

Epiphany next Weekend 

 Because our liturgical calendar is based on the lunar 

cycle, with the date of Easter fixed as the first Sunday after 

the full moon after the spring equinox, (Did you get all 

that?),  our Christmas Season is fairly short this year.  It 

will end next Monday with the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord.  Next Sunday, however is the great Feast of 

Epiphany, when Christ’s presence was announced to the 

world through the visit of travelers from outside the region 

of the Jewish Nation. 

 Many cultures celebrate this feast as the highpoint of the 

Christmas season.  We will celebrate it with our annual 

Epiphany Breakfast after the 10 AM Mass next Sunday.  

Please plan now to join is this celebration of food, 

friendship and parish family as we bring the Christmas 

Season to a close! 

Clergy Health and Retirement Trust  
 

Totals for the Christmas collection will be  

posted in next week’s bulletin.   
 

Special Collections for January     
 

 January 7 and 8       —  Parish Maintenance  

 January 14 and 15    — Special Collection  

 January 28 and 29    — Latin America  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP MARLBROUGH COMMUNITY  

CUPBOARD COLLECTION  
 

     The weekend of January 14 and 15, collection bins will 

be places at the church entrances for food donations to the 

Marlborough Community Cupboard. Non-perishable meals 

such as soups, hot chocolate, coffee, tea, and boxed meals 

(hamburger helper, macaroni and cheese, etc.)  are great in 

the winter months. Please give generously. 

                                                Thank you.     



SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF JESUS CHRIST  

   FAITH FORMATION   
  
     New Year Blessings to all from Faith Formation catechists, 

families, students and friends.  All Faith Formation Gatherings 

will resume Sunday, January 22, 2017. 

     During his homily on All Saints Day, November 1, 2016, at 

the end of his ecumenical visit to Sweden Pope Francis reflected 

on the lives of saints who have gone before us. He said saints are 

persons whose "identity card" is found in the Beatitudes from 

Jesus' Sermon on the Mount," He urged us to seek new energy 

and commitment to the Beatitudes and offered a new list 

of  Beatitudes for modern Christians. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "Blessed are those who remain faithful, while enduring evils 

inflicted on them by others, and forgive them from their 

heart." 

 "Blessed are those who look into the eyes of the abandoned 

and marginalized and show them their closeness." 

 "Blessed are those who seek God in every person and strive 

to make others discover Him.  

 "Blessed are those who protect and care for our common 

home." 

 "Blessed are those who renounce their own comfort in order 

to help others.  

 "Blessed are those who pray and work for full 

communion between Christians." 
(Catholic New Service online November 1, 2016 

- Cindy Wooden) 

   
May we join with Pope Francis in 2017  

to bless all people we meet. 

 

 ST. MATTHIAS PARISH SURVEY    
 

   In an effort to determine the direction of our parish 

community and to reach out to our members in ways that are 

best suited for the needs of all, the parish is conducting a 

brief survey.  This is your chance to let us know how we are 

doing in the many areas of parish life.   

 Survey forms may be found in this week’s bulletin, on 

line www.stmatthiasparish.com/parish-survey as well as 

copies at the entrances to the church.   

     Please take a moment to complete the survey.  You may 

drop the form into the collection baskets, mail it to the parish 

office or stop by during office hours and say hello to the 

parish team.    

 Thank you in advance for helping the parish serve you 

and your neighbors in the best way possible.    

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION   
 

 

   GOAL:    $80,000.00 

  

Total Pledged:                                  $48,085.00 

Total Received:           $42,995.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:                $31,915.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                      87 
 

  ParishPay Grand Annual Donations 
 

     If you would like to make your Grand Annual donation 

via ParishPay you will find a tab at the top of the donation 

screen entitled “Campaign/Appeal”.  When you click on the 

tab there are options:  a lump sum payment, 3 payments and 

8 monthly payments.  Please note that the Grand Annual 

campaign does not appear under the tab “Collections”.  If 

you have any questions about ParishPay please contact the 

parish office. 

INVITATION TO  

EPIPHANY BREAKFAST 
      Sunday, January 8 at 11:00 a.m. 

      

     All are invited to the St. Matthias Parish Epiphany 

Breakfast on Sunday, January 8, 2017 at 11 a.m.  This 

gathering offers many of your breakfast favorites, such as 

French toast bake, quiches, freshly baked muffins, eggs, 

sliced ham and other select goodies.  Come enjoy a delicious 

meal and friendship with your fellow parishioners.   
  

       

     Help with the coordination is needed so if you are 

interested in helping or would like to share your favorite 

dish, please call the parish office at 508-460-9255.   

     The breakfast is complimentary.  A collection basket 

will be available for good will donations to support the Our 

Father's Table ministry.  Everyone is welcome and we look 

forward to seeing you there! 



CHRISTMAS ENVIRONMENT  
 

   One of the many delights of the Christmas season is the 

beautiful decorations.  You are invited to help make this 

possible with a contribution towards the Christmas 

Environment.  You will find special envelopes at the back of 

the church over the next few weeks.  Please place your 

donation and the names of those you wish to memorialize in 

the envelopes.  You may place the envelope in the weekly 

collection basket or return it to the parish office.  If you 

choose to donate via ParishPay please be sure to send the 

memorial information to the parish office.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity. 

Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

 Please Pray For... 
 

Richard Abraham, Boyle Family, Nancy Bradford, Laurie 

Burt, Deacon Paul Coletti, Peggy Cronin, Delia Cruz, 

Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, John Gifford, Joe 

Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Emma Johnson, Kathryn Keeler, 

Emma Larrivee, Kay McNeill, Holly McIntyre, Roger 

Melenson, Deborah Natoli, Theresa Perry, Deacon Doug 

Peltak, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, Benjamin Smith, Edward 

Suzano, Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, Ann Vigeant and Amy 

Noel Wyman.  
     

     To add someone to this prayer list, please call the Parish 

office at 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL JANUARY MEETINGS 
 

   The St. Matthias conference of St. Vincent De Paul will 

hold 2 meetings in January. The first will be Sunday 

January 8 at 11:45 a.m. (after the Epiphany breakfast) in 

the downstairs conference room. This will be a very 

important meeting. We will all get a chance to say how we 

see our role in this new conference. It will be your chance to 

say how you think your talents can be best utilized. After this 

we will be electing our conference president by secret ballot. 

The president will then appoint a VP, secretary and treasurer. 

We will also start some discussion on procedure for this new 

conference. 

    The second meeting will be Wednesday January 25 at 

7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. A member from the Immaculate 

Conception conference will be there to help us start 

formulating the procedures and protocols for this new 

conference. 


